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Each > Day we ; bredk the Fond of Humane Lavi 

For Love; and vindicate the « common Cauſe; 
Laws for Defence of civil Rights are plac d, 6 
Love throws the-Fences. gown, and makes a Gen 
Maids, Widows, Wives, without diftinfion fall, | 
The ſweeping delige Love comes by 6 1 Covers all. 
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| Where may be had the firſt Part of Love in Exteſi; 
« Ind the Spaniard, or Don Zara del Faso a New 
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Mrs. Ein Eppan, 
ON HER. 


NOVEL. 


CALLD 


LOVE: in EXCESS, ed 


AIN wou'd There my 50, Heas raiſe # 
'To paint the Wonders of Eliza's praiſe , 
But like young Artiſts where their ſtroaks lee 
T ſhade thoſe Glories which L can't diſplay. 
Thy Proſe in ſweeter Harmony refines, © | 
Than Numbers flowing thro the Muſe's Lines; 
What Beauty ne er cou'd melt, thy Touches fre, 
And raiſe a Muſick 1 that can Love inſpire : 
Soul- -thrilling Accents all our Senſes wound, 
And ſtriꝶe with ſoftneſs, whilſt thy Charm with ſound ! e 
When thy Cou xi pleads,what Fair his Suit can flye? 
Or when thy Nymph laments, what Eyes are dry? 
Ev „ Nature's ſelf in Sympathy appears, 
77 10 Sigb for Ab, and melts 7 in equal Tear 15 


For 


l the Obrier Eft that Wreath are eine) ? 
As 4 Bkfar azz['d view the Force 
Of ſcorching Phæbus in his Noon-day Courſe, 
Thy Genius to the God its Luſtre plays, _ 
Moris bis Fierce Beams, and darts him Rays or Raye! 
Oh plorious ſtrength 1 Tet each ſicceeding age - 

Stil boaſt thoſe Charms and Inminate the Age i "i 
Fo. ſhall thy beamful Fires with Light divine. 
Ri 5 to the 4 and there trigmphant Pine. = = 


by "RIcuakpSavace, ö 


By : an Unc Hand, 


To the moſt. Ingenious Mrs. Haywood; ol 5 
her NOVEL Entitled, Love # Exceſs a 


Strangei. Muſe, an Unbeliever too, 
That omem Souls ſuch Prength of Vis Tgour knew! 
FN leſs an Atbeiſ to Love $ Pow') 5 declar 4. 
Til You a Champion for the Sex appea 747 3 
A Convert 5 now, to both, 1 feel that Fire "Sv 
Yous. Mors 1 can paint! Vous Looks ii 
Rej ifleſs now, Loves ſhafts, new pointel . 
Wing d with Yous flame, and blazing in YoUR He 
VPitb ſweet, but po fil force the Charin. Pot Heart 
Receives th Inpreſion of the Conguering Dart, 4 
And ev'ry Art ry hug gs the Joy. tipt ſmart ! ere 
No more, of Phæbus riſmg vainly Boaff, 
T: tawny Sons of a Inxuriant Coaſt ! + ; 
While our blaſt le is with ſuch Rays replete, 
Britain „all glow with more than Eaſtern Hat 
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2 e Joc et % n ut I np FAS „ 
k Contentment that. appear: d in the 
* 8 5. Hare — the wy Married 9 75 added 
emuch to the Impatience 91 
2 a+ valier Bu ILLIAN to ſee nne 4 
WE == ANJELLINA; that in a few, Day s af; 
1 G ter / the Wedding, he BY he took Fran of 
ROT Fedde for Ami kus: But as human 
Happineſs „ig zfeldpm of lopg: continuance, and 
ALov 18A placing: the Ultimate of her; % the 
Poſleſſion gf her Charming Husband, ſerure of 
thats deſpis d all future Events twas time for 
fun ge Who Jong enou h had fmil'd, now to 


ah her Mheel, and puniſh the preſ! amption that 
de her I exten IN Atmo on 19H 99 | 
(Bk. Þ 


1498” 


As they were one Day a 
came to Acquaint Hunt DE CNT that 4 
FRANKVILLE was taken ſuddenly ſo viole 


This Gentleman had been Guardian to the Cou N 
during his ns and the Care and Faithful- 
neſs with which 1 js Truſt had been Diſcharg d, 
made him with n regret the danger of Lo- 
ſing fo good a Friend: He delay'd the Viſit not a 
Moment, and found him as the Servant had told 
him, in a Condition as cou'd cheriſh no hopes of 
Recovery, as ſoon as he perceivd the CounT come 
into the Chamber, he deſir d to be left alone with 
him, which Order being preſently obey' d, My dear 
Charge, (ſaid he taking him by the Hand and preſ- 
ſing it to his trembling Boſom)-you ſee me at the 
point of Death, but the knowledge of your many 
Virtues, and the Confidence Ihave that you will not 
deny me the requeſt I am about to ask, makes me 
ſupport the thoughts of it with Moderation. The 
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other aſſuring him of his readineſs to ſerve him in 
any Command, encourag d the old Gentleman to 
proſecute his Diſcourſe. in this manner: You are 
not Ignorant my Lord (Rejoin d He) that my Son 
(the only one I have) is on his Travels, gone by 
my Approbation, and his own Deſires to make th* 
Tour of Europe; but I have à Daughter, whoſe 
Protection I wou'd entreat you tu undertake; her 
Education in a Monaſtery has hitherto kept her E 
intirely unacquainted with the Gayeties of a 
Court, or the Converſation of the Beau Monde, u 
and I have ſent for her to Paris purpoſely to In- 
troduce her into Company, proper for a 1407 


* * 5 
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The Fatal Enquiry.” 3 


Lady, who Inever deſign'd for a Recluſe; I know 
not whether the will be here timè enough to cloſe 
er my Eyes, but if you will promiſe to receive her 
into your Honſe, and not ſuffer her artleſs and 
1 unexperienc'd [Youth to fall into thoſe Snares 


which are daily laid fot ' Innocence, and take ſo 
far a Care, that neither ſhe, nor the Fortune 1 
leave her; be thrown away upon aMan unworthy 
of her, I ſhall dye well ſatisfy d. D'ELIMoNr 


d, anſwer d this Requeſt, with repeated aſſurances 
o- of fulfilling it, and frankly offer d, if he had no 


other Perſon in whom he rather won'd confide, to 
take the management: of the whole Eſtate he left 
behind him, till young FxANKVIIIE ſhould 
return -The anxious Father was tranfported at 
this Favour, and thankꝭd him in Terms full of 
Gratitude and Affection; they ſpent ſome Hours 


. in ſettling this Affair, and perhaps had not ended 
je it fo ſoon, if word had not been brought that 


the young Lady his Daughter was allighted at 
the Gate 3 tis impoſſible to expreſs the Joy which 
fill'd the old Gentleman's Heart at this News, and 


le , . * D 

1e he began afreſh' to put the Coux r in mind of 
m what he had promis d concerning her: As they 
o vwere in this endearing, tho mournful Entertain- 


ment, the matchleſs MEL IL Tor a enter'd, the Sur- 
prize and Grief for her Father's Indiſpoſition (ha- 
ving heard of at but ſince ſhe came into the Houſe) 


4 hindred her from regarding any thing but him, 
and throwing herſelf on ker ees by the Bed-1ide, 


waſh*d the 1d which he ſtretch'd out to raiſe 


Sp. | | 
— her with, in a flood of Tears, accompany'd with 
'a' Expreſhons, which unſtudy'd, and incoherent as 
. they were, had a delicacy in em, that ſnow d her 
* Wit not inferiour to her Tenderneſs, and that no 
_ _ | Cur- 


"+ n 2 * 


Cireumſtance cou d render her otherwiſe than the 
moſt lovely Perſon in the World 5 hen the firſt 
tram ſports of her Sorrow [tyere over, and that with 
much ado ſhe was perſuaded to rife from - the 
poſture ſne was in: The Affliction I ſes thee in 
my Dear Child, (ſaid her Father) wou d be a vaſt 
addition to the Agonies I feel, were I nqt ſo happy 
25 to be provided with Means for al mitigation of 

it, think not in loſing me thou wilt be et -whol- 
Tears. Therefore, my laft Commanda to hee ſhall 
be to oblige thee to endeavour to deſerve the Fa- 
vours he. is pleas d to do us in accepting thee for- 
He wou'd have proceeded, but his Phyſicians (h 
had been in Conſultation in the hext Room) com- 
Ing in prevented; him, and Count D'ELMONT ta. 
king the charming MET IRA by the Hand, led 
her to the Window, and beginning: to ſpeak ſome 
words of Conſolation to her, the, ſbftneſs of His 
Voice, and graceful Mapyer : with which he de- 
Iiver d himſelf (always the inſeparable Compani- 
ons of his Diſcourſe, but now more particularly ſo) 
made her caſt her Eyes upon him; but alaſs, he 
was not an Object to be ſafely gaz df at, „and in 
ſpight of the Grief ſhe, was in, ſhe ſoundiſome- 
thing in his Form which diſſi pated it; A kind of 
painful Pleaſure, a mixture of Sur prize; and Joy, 
and doubt ran thro' her in an inſtant; her Fathers 
Words ſuggeſted to her Imagination, that ſhe 
was in a poſſibility of calling the chaxrmang Perſon 
that ſtood before her, by a Name more tender 
than that of Guardian, and all the Actions, Looks, 
and Addreſs of D'ELMON V ſerv'd but to confirm 
her in that Belief, For now it was that this in- 
J rr n 


Ihe Fatal Enquiry, 8 


fenfible began to feel the power of Beauty, and 
that Heart which had ſo long been 'Impr-gyable 


ſurrender d in a Moment, the firft ſight of MeL L1- 
ox4 gave him a Diſcompoſure Ne had never felt 
before, he ſympathiz d in all her Sorrows, and 
was ready to joyn his Tears with hers}*2but- when 
her Eyes web his the God of Love ſeem d there 
to have united all his Lightnings for one effectual 
Blaze, their Admiration of each others Perfections 
was mutual, and tho he had got the ſtart in Love; 
as benny touch'd with that Almighty Dart, before 
her Affliction had given her Leave to regard him, 
yet the ſoftneſz of her Soul, made up fox that lit- 


ile 1oſs:bf time, and it was hard to ſay whoſe 


Paſſton was the Strongeſt, ſhe liſtned to his Con- 
dolements, and aſſurances of everlaſting Friend- 
ſhip with a pleaſure which was but too viſible in 
her Countenance, and more enflam'd the Cour. 
As ther were exchanging Glances, as if each 
Vyed with the other who ſhould dart the fierceſt 
Rays, they heard a ſort of ominous Whiſpering 
about the Bed, and preſently one of ' thoſe who 
ſtood near it beckon d them to come thither ; the 
Phyſicians had found Monſieur FRANKVILLEING. 
much worſe Condition than they left him in, and 
ſoon after perceiv'd evident Symptoms in him of 
approaching Death, and indeed there were but 2 
very few Moments between him and that other 
unfathomable World; the uſe of Speech had left 
him, and he cou'd take no other leave of his dear 
Daughter than with his Eyes; which ſometimes 
were caſt tenderly on her, ſometimes on the 
CounT, with a beſeeching Look as it were to 
Conjure him to be careful to his Charge, then up 
to Heaven, as witneſs of the Truſt he _— in 

8 m, 


28 Love in Exceſs : Ox, 


him. There cou'd-not be a Scene more Melan: 
cholly than this dumb Farewell, and MeLL tors, 
whoſe ſoft, Diſpoſition had never before been 
wockid, had not Courage to ſupport ſo dreadful 
2 one as this, but fell upon the Bed juſt as het 
Father Breath d his laſt, as motionleſs as he. It is 
impoſſible to. repreſent the Agony's, which" filF'd 
the Heart of NELMONT at - this View, he took 
her in his Arms, and aſſiſted thoſe who were en: 
deavouring to recover her, with a wildneſs in his 
his Fabrick in, fuch a manner, as might 
baye eaſily" diſcoyer d to the Spectators (if they 
had not been too buſily employ d to take nbtict 
of at) that he wag Actuated by a motiye far more 
powerful than that of Compaſſion, As ſoon as 
e came to, herſelf, they ford her from the 
dead 2 — Father (to which ſhe Clung) and 
_ Eaxxyed her into another Room, and AY 
Jadg'd convenient that ſhe ſhould be remov 
from that Houſe, where eyery thing wou'd ſerve 
but to remind her of her Loſs; the Cour x de. 
lir'd the Servants of Monſieun FRANKVILL: 
. Thou be calbd, and then in the preſence of em 
all, declar'd their Maſter's laſt Requeſt; and or- 
der d an Account of all Affairs ſhou'd be brought 
to his Houſe, where he wou'd immediately Con: 
duct their young Lady as he had promis'd to her 
Father. If MeLr1oxa had been without any: 
other cauſe of Grief, this Eclairciſſment had been 
ſufficient to have made her Miſerable ; She had 
already entertained a moſt tender Affection for 
the Cou Nr, and had not ſo little diſcernment 
as not to be ſenſible, ſhe had made the like Im- 
Preſſion on him; hut now ſhe wak'd as from a. 
; 1 Prean, 


K The Fatal Enguity, 7 
4 revert of promis d Joys, to certain Woes, and 
een he ſame er ' which = birth to her Paſſion, 

ful Weommenc'd an adequate __—_ and Kild her 


He opes juft budding. 


A 


IxbEED there never was any Condition ſo truly 
leplorable as that of this unfortunate Lady; -ſhe 

4 juſt loſt a dear and tender Father, whoſe Care 
was ever. watchful for her, her Brother was far off; 
and ſhe had no other Relation in the World to 
ply her ſelf to for Comfort, or Advice; not e- 
ven an Acquaintance at Paris, or Friend, but him 

0 but newly was become fo, and whom 
bund: it dangerous to make uſe of, whom ſhe knew 
t was a crinſe to Love, yet cou d not help Loving; 
he more ſhe Thought, the more ſhe grew Diſtra- 
Red, and the leſs able to reſobve on any Thing; 
thonſand Times ſhe calbd on Death 12 give her 
aſe,' but that pale'T grant flys from the Purfuer, 
he had not been yet long enough acquainted with 
— ills of Life, anfl muſt endure (how unwilling- 
yer) her part of Sufferings i in common with the 
of human kind. 


rex — 


0 oon 5 Del! MONT had given Gtiie neceſſa⸗ 
Directions to the Servants, he came to the 


her ouch, where ſhe was ſitting in a fix'd and filent 
anVWorrow (tho inwardly tofs'd: with various and 
Kc nd violent Agitations) and offering her his Hand 
hallWritreated Her to permit him to wit on her from 
— jut Houſe of Woe. Alaſs! ſaid the, to what 


urpoſe ſhowd T remove, who bear my Miſeries 
bout me? Wretch' that I am! aflood'of Tears, 
ere interpos'd; and hindred her from proceeding, 
fuck kale from ſuch 9 Eyes, had a — 
netic 


8 Lowe. in Exceſs: Or, 


netick Influence to draw the ſame from erery bes 
holder; but D'8uMonT who knew that was not 
the way to Comfort Her, dry'd his as ſoon as po: 
. ible, and once more beg'd 7 woll'd depart , Tr 
fer my return then (anfres d ſhe) to the Mona- 
ſteryʒ for what have Ito do in uris, ſince T have loſt 
my Father ? By no means Madam: ( reſum d the 
Sunne haftily): that were to diſappoint your Fa. 
Deſigns, and contradict his laſt Deſires, be- 
— moſt lovely MIL onA (eontinu d he ta. 
King her by the Hand and letting fall fome Teanf 
which he cou d not reſtrain, upon it) that I bear 
at leaſt an equal 7 1 in rr Aſfliction, and la. 
ment for you, and for my elf : Such a regard my 
pat Soul paid Monſeur Fx A Nx U IL LE for all 
25 wondrous Care and Goodneſs; to me, that in 
his, Death methinks I am twice an Orphan. Bu 
Tears are fruitleſs to reinfpire his now cold Clay, | 
J therefore muſt tranſmit the Love and Dut 
owed him living, to his Memory Dead, and af 
cxact performance of his Will ; and fines bd 
ugkt me worthy of ſo vaſt a Truſt as MeLL14 
ORA, I hope ſhe will be guided by her Fathenf 
| Sentiments, and believe that D'ELMoNT (tho! : 
Stranger to her) has a Soul not ancapdble. ofl 
F Hendſhip. Friendſhip. did I ſay 2.(rejoyn'd hs 
ſaftning his Voige) that term. is too mean to ex: 


Prels a Zeal like mine, the Care, the Tenderneſ⸗ = 
the Faith, the. fond Affection of Parents, Bro ui 
thers,-—Husbands,--Lovers, all Compriz d in one b 

gne great Unutterable Comprehenſive Meaning Th 
mine is mine for MELL1084A! ßhe return vd. nd ver 
Aniwer:but Sighs, to all he ſaid to her; but he "Ina 
reuewing his Entreaties, and urging her Father's Fr 


Commands, ſhe was! at laſt prevail d upon to g 
in 


The Fatal Enquiry mw 


Minto his Chariot, which had waited at the Door 
all the Time of his being there. © 4 


A's: they went, he left nothing unſaid that he 
beliey'd might tend to her Conſolation, but he 
had Griefs which at preſent he was a Stranger to, 
and his Converſation, in which ſhe found a thous 


land Charms; rather Encreas'd, than Diminiſh'd 


the trouble ſhe was in: Every Word, every Look. 
of his; wasa freſh Dagger to her Heart, and in 
ſpight of the Love ſhe bore her Father, and the 
Nunfeign'd Concern his ſudden Death had given 

her, the was now convinc'd that Co u Nr D'eL- 
MonT's Perfections were her ſevereſt Wounds, 


W EN they came to his Houſe, He preſent-, 
ed her to AL O VVS A, and giving her a brief 
Account of what had happened, engag d that 


Lady to receive her with all immaginable Demon- 


ſtrations of Civility and Kindneſs. 


H x ſoon left the two Ladies together, pre- 
tending Buſineſs, but indeed to ſatisfie his Im- 
patience, which long'd for an opportunity to me- 
ditate on this Adventure. But his Reflections 
were now grown far leſs pleaſing than they uſed to 
be; real Sighs flew from his Breaſt uncall'd : And 
MELLrTYoOR A's Image in dazling Brightneſs ! 
in terrible Array of killing Charms! fir d Him 
with (impoſſible to be attain'd Deſires) he found 
by ſad Experience what it was to Love, and to 
Diſpair. He Admir'd ! Ador'd | and wiſh'd, e- 
ven to Madneſs! Yet had too much Honour, too 
much Gratitude for the Memory of Monſieur 
FRANCKVILLE, and too fincere an Awe — 

"1 . the 


"oy - Lowe in Exceſs: Or, 


the lovely Cauſe of his Uneaſineſs, than to form 
a Thought that cou'd encourage his new Paſſion. 
What wou'd he not have given to have been Un- 
married ? How often did he Curſe the Hour in 
which ALovysa's fondneſs was Diſcover'd? 
and how much more, his own Ambition which 
prompted him to take advantage of it? and 


hurry'd him Precipitalty to a Hymen, where | 


Love, (the nobleſt Gueſt) was wanting. It was 
in theſe racks of Thought, that the unfortunate 


AMEN A was remember'd, and he cou'd not for- 


bear acknowledging the Juſtice of that Doom, Wh 


which Inflicted on him, theſe very Torments he 
had given her. A ſevere Repentance ſeiz d on 


his Soul, and ALovys A for whom he never 


had any thing more than an Indifferency; now || 
began to ſeem Diſtaſtful to his Fancy, he look'd | 
on her, as indeed ſhe was, the chief Author of 
AME N A's Misfortunes, and abhorr'd her for Me 
that Infidelity. But when he conſider'd her, as |W: 
the Bar twixt Him and MEL L IORA ſhe ap- i 


pear'd like his ill Genius to him, and he cou d pri 


not ſupport the Thoughts of being obliged to 


Love her (or at leaſt to ſeem as if he did) with 
Moderation. In the midſt of theſe Reflections, MW: 


his Servant came in and deliver'd this Letter to 
him which had been juſt left by the Poſt. The | 
CounT immediately knew the Hand to be 
AMENASs, and was cover'd with the utmoſt 
Confuſion and Remorſe when he read theſe Lines,, 


8 
* 


To | 


7 


* 
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m To the too Charming and Perfidious 
n. DLG. in ON 
d? 710 * and Fears, and Fealouſies are 


ch oder! Doubt is no more!] yon are for euer 
nd %% ! and my unfaithful, happy Rival ! Triumphs in 
re your Arms, and my Undoing ! — I need not -wiſh 
ras Hon Foy, the haft you made to enter into Hymen's 
ite ¶onds, and the more than ordinary Pomp with which 
Ir- ¶ that Ceremony was Celebrated, aſſures me you are 
m, M Pigbiy ſatisfied with your Condition; and that any 
he Future Teſtimonies of the Friendſhip of ſo wretched 


Ceature a AMEN A, wound be receiv'd by you, 
pyith the ſame Di ſregard, as thoſe ſhe has given you 
Na more tender Faſſion.— Shameful Remembrance ! 
h that I cou'd Blot it out'! —— Erace from the 
Book of Time thoſe fond deluded Hours! Forget I 


or ver ſaw the Lovely falſe D'EL MONT! Ever 
as Wi/n1:d. to his ſoft perſuaſive Accents ! and Thought 

p- R's Love a mighty Price for Ruin! —— My Father 

d 


rites that you are Married, Commands my Return to 


to Paris, and aſſume an Air as Gay, and Chearful as 
th {bat with which I uſed to appear. Alaſs ! how 
1s, Mittle does be know bis Daughters Heart? And bow 
to poſſible is it, for me to Obey him, can I look on 
he hon as the Husband of ALovysaA, without re- 
be nembring you were once the Lover of AMEN A? 

ft Lan Love like mine ſo fierce, ſo paſſionately, tender, 


re ſink to a Calm, cold Indifference ? Can I behold 
he fond Endearments of your bridal Joys (which 
Jou d not be able to Reſtrain, even before me) and not 
uf with Envy? No, the Sight vou d turn me quite 
Viſtracted, and I ſhou'd commit ſome Deſperate Vio- 
Ence that wou d Undoe us all, — Therefore, I hide 
wi WE my 
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ny. ſelf for ever from it, hid an everlaſting Adieu: 
2 Delights and Pleaſures of m 8 4 
To all the Pomp and Splendor of the Court. — To fl tc 
all that the miſtaken World calls Happineſs.—— J p. 
Father, Friends, Relations, all that's Dear.---- But fr 
your Idea, and that, not even the ſe conſecrated Ml © 
Walls, vor Iron Gates keep out, Sleeping, or Waking 
Jon are ever with me, you mingle with my moſt ſolem 
votious; and while I Pray to Heaven that T mai b: 
think on you no more: A guilty Plea ſure riſes in m Sc 
Soul, and contradidts my Vous] All my Confeſion L 
are fo many Sins, and the ſame Breath which tel: fo 
my Ghoſtly Father T abjure your Memory, ſpeaks your D 
dear Name with Tranſport. Tes— Cruel! Ungrate-W ol 
ful !— Faithleſs as you are, I ftill do. Love you———M an 
Love you to that infinite Degree, that nom, methinki 
Fr d with thy Charms (repenting all I've ſaid) I coul 
»2ſh even to renew thoſe Moments of my Ruin! 
Pity ne D' EL MONT, if thou baſt Humanity. 
Fudge what the rackings of my Soul muſt be, when | 
reſolve, with all en this Languiſhment about 
me E el ſee yon more. 7 - yet 7850 
Every thing is preparing for my. Reception inte 
Holy Orters. (bow oo Heaven LS and 1 
& few Days I ſhall put on the Vail which excludes m 
from be World for ever; therefore, if theſe di 
ffractad Lines are worth an Anſwer it muſt be ſpeedy 
or it will not come to my Hands. Perhaps not find me 
Erving. I can no more----Farewel (thou dear Di. 


frroyer of my Soil.) 5 
FP BEternally Farewel, AMENA, 
P. S. I do not urge you to write, Alovyſs (I 
wiſh I cou'd not ſay your Wife) will perhaps 
think it too great a Condeſcention, and not - 
#5; ae : 7 1 5 N el 
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fer you ſo long from her Embraces. Vet if you 
can get looſe. —But you know beſt what's proper 
to be done——Forgive the reſtleſneſs of à dif- 
pairing Wretch, who cannot ceaſe to Love, tho 
from this Moment ſhe muſt ceaſe to tell you fo--- 
Once more, and for Ever. Adieu. 


- Ha p this Letter came a Day ſooner, tis pro- 
bable it wow'd have had but little Effect on the 
Soul of D'EL MON T, but his Sentiments of 
Love were now ſo wholly chang'd, that what be- 
fore he wou d but have Laugh'd at, and perhaps 
Diſpis'd, now fill'd him with Remorſe and ſeri- 
ous Anguiſh. He read it over ſeveral Times, 
and found ſo many Proofs in it of a ſincere and 
conſtant Affection, that he began to pity Her, 
with a Tenderneſs like that of a Relation, but 
no more: The charming MEL LION A had En- 
groſs'd all his fonder Wiſhes ; elſe it is not im- 
poſſible but that AL ov VSA might have had 
more Reaſon to fear her Rivalſhip after Marri- 
age than before. That Lady having been with- 
out the preſence of her dear Husband ſome 
Hours, had not patience to remain any longer 
without ſeeing Him, and making an excuſe to 
MELLIO RA for leaving her x ary came run- 
ing to the Cloſet where he was; how unwelcome 
ſhe was grown, the Reader may imagine,hereceiy'd 
her, not as he was wont; the Gaity which uſed 
to ſparkle in his Eyes, (at once declaring, and 
creating Amorous deſires) vow gave place to a 
fullen Gloomineſs, ke look'd:not on her, or if by 
chance he did; twas more with Anger than with 
Love, In ſpite of J is endeavours to conceal it, 
ihe was too quick fe te ſas all are that truly 

8 8 RR Love) 
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Love) not to be ſenſible of this Alteration. How: Ihre 
ever ſhe took no notice of it, but Kiſſing and Mit 
Embracing him (according to her Cuſtom when. Iſh 
ever they were alone) beg'd him to leave his {Miſc 
ſolitary Amuſement, and help her to Comfort Mth 
the afflied Lady he brought there. Her En- MWD: 
dearments ſerv'd but to encreaſe his Peeviſhneſs, MCI 
and heighten her Surprize at his Behaviour; and Mim 
indeed, the Moment that ſhe enter'd the Cloſet th. 


was the laſt of her Tranquility. 0 
é f 
WHEN with much perſwaſions ſhe had pre- me 
vail'd with him to go with her into the Room Ma! 
where MEL IL IO RA was, he appeared fo diſ- Han 
ordred at the ſecond Sight of that Charmer, as Her 
wou'd certainly have let AL O VN SA into the Na! 
| Tecret of his Paſſion, had fhe not been retir'd to Sh. 
a Window to recover her ſelf from the Confu- CI. 
ſion, her Husbands coldneſs had thrown her in, Wo 
and by that fortunate diſregard of his Looks at na 
that critical Inftant, given him (who never want- the 
ed preſence of Mind) leave to form both his Moc 
Countenance and manner of Addreſs, fo as to ol. 
give no ſuſpicion of the Truth. *' 
OSS. 0p BEET 0 
T AIS little Company was very far from be- am 
ing Entertaining to one another; every one had oft 
their particular Cogitations, and were not diſ- no 
pleas'd not to be Interrupted in them. It grow- ha 
ing late, AL o v YS A conducted MELL1ok 4 With 
to a Chamber which ſhe had order'd to be pre- eiv 
par'd for nher, and then retir'd to her own, hoping he! 


that when the Coun T ſhou'd come to Bea, erv 
he might be able to make ſoine Diſcovery of the er 1 
Cauſe of his Uncaſineſs. But ſhe was deceiv'd, 

3 8 | he 
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w. Mic ſpoke not to her, and when by a thouſand 
nd little Inventions ſhe urg'd him to reply to what 
n- {We ſaid, it was in ſuch a faſhion as only let her 
his Wſce, that he was extreamly ' troubled at ſome- 
ort I thing, but cou'd not gueſs at what. As foon as 
n. Day broke, he roſe, and ſhutting himfelf into his 
Cloſet, left her in the greateſt Conſternation 
immaginable; ſhe cou'd not think it poſſible that 
the Death of Monſieur FRANK VILLE ſhou'd 
york this Transformation, and knew of no other 
isfortune that had happened. At laft ſhe re- 


re- N membred ſhe had heard one of the Servants ſay, 
ma Letter was brought to their Maſter by the Poſt, 
1f- {Wand began to reflect on every Thing (in the poẽ-- 
as er of Fortune to determine) that cou'd threaten 


the Na Diſturbance, yet was ftill as Tgnorant as ever. 
to Phe lay not long in Bed, but putting on her 
fn- MCloths with more Expedition than uſual, went 
in, Ito the Cloſet, reſolving to ſpeak to him in a 
at MWnanner as ſhou'd oblige him to put an end to 
nt- Wthe uncertainty ſhe was in, but finding the Door 
his Nock'd, her Curioſity made her look thro' the Key- 


ole, and ſhe ſaw him ſometimes very intentive- 
8 a Letter, and ſometimes Writing, as 
o' it were an Anſwer to it. A ſudden Thought 

ame into her Head, and the immediately went 
oftly from the place where ſhe was, without 
nocking at the Door, and ſtay'd in a little 
Fhamber adjacent to it, where none cou'd paſs 
either to, or from the Cloſet, without being per- 

erv'd by her; ſhe had not waited long, before 
e heard the Count Ring, and preſently ſaw a 

Pervant enter, and ſoon after return with a Let- 
er in his Hand; ſhe wou'd not ſpeak to him then, 
or fear of being over heard by her Husband, 
| | but 


— 
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but followed him down Stairs, and when he came 
towards the bottom, calFd to him in a low Voice . 
to tarry till ſhe came to him; the Fellow durſt Ml © 
not but Obey, and there being no body near em, j 
commanded him to deliver her the Letter: But 
he either afraid or unwilling to betray his Truft, 
' excus'd himſelf from it as well as he cou'd, - but 
the was reſolv'd to have it; and when Threats 
wou'dinot avail;. condiſcended to Entreaties, to 
which ſhe added Bribes, which laſt Article join'd 
to the promife ſhe made of never revealing it, 
won him to her Purpoſe. - She had ſcarce patience 
to forbear opening it before ſne got to her Cham: 
ber : The Superſcription (which ſhe faw was for 
AMEN A) fir'd her with Diſdain and Jealouſie, 
and it is hardly poſſible to immagine, much leſ 
to diſcribe the Torrent of her Indignation, when 
the found that it contain'd theſe Words. 


— 1 


. A = mu BD 


To the Lovely AMEN A. 


VO accuſe me of Cruelty, when at the ſam 
 -S. Time you kill me with yours: How Vile! Hi 
deſpicable, muſt I be grown in your Opinion, when yi 
believe I can be Happy, when you are Miſerable. — 
Can enjoy the Pleaſures of a Court, while you an 
fiut within a Cloyfter £ — Shall I fuffer the World ti 


be depriv'd of ſuch a Treaſure as AM ENA 2 jo 4 
the Crime of worthleſs DEL MON T- o, 1 17 
Fair, injur d Softneſs, Return, and bleſs the Eyes ol 
every Beholder! Shine out again in your mati 
Lnftre, uneclips d by Grief. The Star of Beauty an 
the guide of ” 506A — And, if ny unlucky Pri 
ſence will be a Damp to the — of your Fir 
I will for ever quitthe Place, —— Tho' T cow'd win 


you! 


"F 


am | 8 8 > a o 7; | ! 
Irs Jon d ggue me leave 1 to gaze upon yon, 
ork and draw ſome hop'd preſages of future Fortune 


from the Benignity of your Influence. — Tes AME- 
NA, I wou'd ſigh out my Kepentance at your Feet, 
and try at leaft to obtain a Fardon for my Infide- 
lity. — For, "tis true, hat you have beard,----T 
am Marry d-— But oh AMEN a ! Happineſsis not 
always an Attendant on Himen.— However, I yet 
may call yon Friend I yet may Love you, tho in 
a different way from what I once pretended to; and 
believe me, that the Love of Souls, as it is the moſ# 
uncommon, eſpecially in our Sex, ſo tis the moſt re- 
fin'd and nable of all Paſtons, and ſuch a Love ſhall 
be for ever yotrs. Even ALGVYSA (who bas 
rob'd' you of the reſt) cannot juſtly reſent my giving 
you that part, — Ion Il wonder at this Alteration in 
my Temper, but tis ſincere, I am no more the Gay, 
the Roving DELMONT, and when you come to 
Paris,perbaps you will find me in a Condition more 
Lyable to your Pity than Indignation. What ſhall I 
ſay AMEN A? my Crime is my Puniſhment, I have 
offended againſt Love, and againſt thee, and am,if poſ- 
fible, as Miſerable, as Guilty: Torn with Remor ſe, 
and Tortur'd with — I cannot — muſt not Name 
:t— but tis ſomething which can be term d no other 
than the utmoſt ſeverity of my Fate. Haſt then to 
Fity me, to Comfort, to adviſe me, if (as you ſay) 
you yet retain any remains of your former Ten- 
derneſs for this Ungrateful Man. IE | 
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UN GRAT EFI indeed Cry'd een 
(Tranſported with * Rage and Jealouſie) 
1 Oh 
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Oh the Villain! — Wat Miſcries > What Miſ- 
fortunes are theſe thou talk'ſt of? What Un- 
happineſs has waited on thy Himen? Tis I alone 
ain wretched ! baſe Deceiver! 6 


THEN, as if fhe wanted to diſcover ſome- 
thing farther to heighten the Indignation ſhe 
was in, the began to read it over again, and in- 
deed the more ſhe conſider'd the meaning of 


what ſhe read, the more her Paſſions ſwell'd, till 


they got at laſt the entire Dominion of her Rea- 
ſon: She tore the Letter in a thouſand pieces, 
and was not much lefs unmerciful to her Hair 
and Garments. Tis Poſſible that in the Vio- 
Ience of her Fury, "the might have forgot her 
promiſe to the Servant, to vent ſome part of 
it on her Husband, if her Woman coming into 
the Room to know if ſhe was ready to dreſs 
had not prevented her, by telling her the Cou vr 
was gone abroad, and had left word, that he 
ſhou'd not return till the Evening. AL ovVYSA 
had thrown herſelf on the Bed, and the Curtains 
being drawn diſcover'd not the diforder ſhe was 
in, and which her Pride made her willing ſhou'd 
be ſtill a ſecret, therefore diſmiſt her with 
ſaying, ſhe wonu'd call her when ſhe wanted a- 
ny thing; tho' ALovysA was too apt to give 
2 looſe to her Paſſions on every occaſion, to the 
Deſtruction of her own Peace; yet ſhe knew well 
enough how to diſguiſe em, when ever ſhe 
{ound the Concealing of them wou'd be an Ad- 
vantage to her deſigns : And when the Tranſports 
of her Rage was ſo far over, as to give her Li- 
berty of Reflection, and ihe began to Examine 
the State of her affection to the Covnr, ſhe 

| 0 pon 
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ſoon pereeiv'd it had fo much the better of all 
other Conſiderations, that in ſpite of the inju- 
ſtice ſhe thought him guilty of to her, ſhe cou'd 
not perſwadle her ſelf to do any thing that might 
give him a pretence to Quarrel with her. She 
thought ſne had done enough in Intercepting 
this Letter, and did not doubt but that AMENA 


wou'd take his not writing to her ſo much to 
Heart, as to prevent her ever returning to Paris, 


and reſolv'd to omit nothing of her former En- 
dearments , or make a ſhew of being in the leaſt 


Diſoblig'd ; this ſort of Carriage ſhe immagin'd 


wou'd not only lay him more open and unguarded 


to the diligent watch ſhe deſign'd to make on 


all his Words and Actions: But likewiſe awa- 


ken him to a juſt ſenſe of her Goodneſs, and 
hs own Irgratitude.----She rightly judg'd that 
when People are Marry'd, 7 was not the 
proper Method to revive a decay'd Paſſion, and 
that after Poſſeſſion it muſt be only Tenderneſs, 
and Conſtant Aſſiduity to pleaſe, that can keep 
up deſire, freſh and gay: Man is too Arbitrary 
a Creature to bear the leaſt Contradiction, 
waere he pretends an abſolute Authority, and 


that Wife who thinks by ill humour and per- 


petual Taunts, to make him weary of what ſhe 
wou'd reclaim him from, only renders her ſelf 
more hateful,and makes that juſtifiable which be- 


fore was blameable in him. Theſe, and the like > 


Conſiderations made ALovY SA put on a Coun- 
tenance of Serenity, and ſhe ſo well acted the 
part of an Unſuſpecting Wife, that D'ELMONT 
was far from Immagining what ſhe had done: 
However he ſtill behav'd with the ſame Cau- 
tion as before to MELL1oRay, and certainly 

JT never 
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neyer did People diſguiſe the Sentiments of their Nn 
Sonls more artfully than did theſe three MEI- Nu 
L IORA vail'd her ſecret Languiſnments, under k 


the Covert of her grief for her Father, the Cour t 
his Burning anguiſh, in a gloomy Melancholy 
for the Loſs of his Friend; but ALovyYsa's 
Task was much the hardeſt, who had no pretence 
for grief (raging, and bleeding with neglected 
Love, and ftifled Pride) to frame her Temper 
to a ſeeming Tranquility —— All made it their 
whole ſtudy to deceive each other, yet none but 
ALOovVYSsA was intirely in the dark; for the 
CounT and MELLIoRA had but too true 
a gueſs at one anothers meaning, every look of 
his, for he had Eyes that need no Interpreter, gave 
her Intelligence of his Heart, and the Confu- 
ſion which the underſtanding thoſe looks gave 
her, ſufficiently told him how ſenſible ſhe was 
of em. Several days they liv'd in this man- 
ner, in which time e. FRANKVILLE 
was Interr'd. Which Solemnity, the Cov nm 
took care ſhou d be perform'd with a Magnifi- 
cence ſuitable to the Friendſhip hie publickly 
profeſt to have born him, and the ſecret Ado- 
ration his Soul paid to his remains. 


Nor k ING hapned of Moment, till a day 
or two after the Funeral, a Gentleman newly 
arriv'd at Paris, came to viſit the C ov Nr, and 
gave him an Account of AMEN A's having ta- 
ken the Habit; how, (ſaid D' EL MON I Inter- 
rupting him) is it poiſible ?: Has ſhe then pro- 
tet? Yes, anſwer'd the Gentleman, having 3 
Siſter whom I alwavs tenderly Lov'd at the Mo- 
naſtery at St. Dennis, my aftec ion oblig'd me to 
= £7 Rn 6 make 
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make it in my way to viſit her. AM ENA was 
with her at the Grate, when ſhe receivd me, I 
know not how among other Diſcourſes we hapned 
to talk of the fine Gentlemen of Paris, which it 
was Impoſſible to do, without mentioning Count 
D'E LMO NT; the Cov nrT anſwer'd not this 
Complement as he wou'd have done at another 
time, but only Bowing with an humble Air, 
gave him Liberty to proſecute his Diſcourſe; 
the moment (reſum'd he) that AMEN A heard 
your Name, the Tears run from her fair Eyes, 
in ſuch abundance, and ſhe ſeem'd oppreſt with 
ſo violent a Grief, that ſhe was not able to ſtay 
any longer with us. When ſhe was gone, my 


| Siſter whom ſhe had made her Confident, gave 


me the Hiſtory of her Misfortunes, and withal, 
told me, that the next day ſhe was to be Initi- 
ated into Holy Orders : My Curiofity engag'd 
me to ſtay at St. Dennis, to ſee the Ceremony 
perform'd, which was Solemn ; but not with that 
Magnificence which I expected; it ſeems it was 
AMENA's defire that it ſhould be as private 
as poſſible, and for that Reaſon, none of her 
Relations were there, and ſeveral of the Forma- 
lities of entrance omitted: After it was over, 
my Siſter Beckon'd me to come to the-Grate, 
where I ſaw her before, and Conjur'd me 1n the 
Name of her new Siſter , to give this to your 
Hands; in ſpeaking theſe Words, he took a 
Letter out of his Pocket, which the Co u Nr 
immediately opening to his great ſurprize found 
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Io the Inhuman D'EL MONT. 


T O be pity'd by you, and that you ſhou'd tell me 
1. ſc, was all the recompence I ask'd for Loſs of 
Father, Friends, Reputation, and Eternal Peace, 
Hut nom, too late, I find that the fond Maid who 
ſcorns the World for Love, is ſure to meet for ber re- 
ward the ſcorn of him ſhe Loves —- Ungrateful Man! 
Con'd you not ſpare one Moment from that long Date 
of Happineſs, to give a laſt farewel to her yon have 
undone ? What wou d not this Barbarous Contempt 
have drawn upon you, were T of ALovYysas 
' Temper? Sufe I am, all that disdain, and rage, 
cou'd Inſpire Malice with, had been Inflicted on 
you, . but you well know my Soul is of another Stamp. 
Fool that I was, and little vers'd in the baſe 
Arts of Man, believ'd I might by tenderneſs, and 
faithful Friendſhip gain eſteem; tho' Wit and Beauty 
the two great Provocatives to Create Love were 
wanting. But do not think that I am yet ſo mean 
as to 12 0 to hear from yon; no, I have put all 
future Correſpondence with you out of my Power, 
and hope to Fw it even from "my wiſh : Whether 
your diſdain, or the” Holy Banner I am lifted under, 
has wrought this effect, I know not, but methinks 
T Breath another Air, think on you with more Tran- 
quility and bid you without dying. 4 


o 


$.+ 4 


8 Eternally Adieu AME NA. 


i P, S. LET ALovysA know'T am no more 
8 Ber Rival, Heaven has ny Soul, and I forgive 
you both. 
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D'ELMON T was ſtrangely Fir'd at the read- 
ing theſ: Lines waich left him no Room to doubt 
that his Letter had - miſcarried, he Cou'd not 


preſently immagine by what means, but was re- 


folv'd if poſſible to find it out. However, he 
diſſembled his thoughts till the Gentleman had 
taken his leave; then calling for the Servant, 
whom he had entruſted with the Carrying it, he 


took him by the Throat and holding his drawn, 
Sword directly to his Breaſt, ſwore that moment 


ſhon'd be his laſt, if he did not immediately 
Confeſs the Truth; the poor Fellow frighted 
almoſt to Death, trembling, and falling on his 
Knees, Implor'd forgiveneſs, and Diſcover'd 


lall. 'ALovysA who was in the next Chamber 


hearing her Husband call for that Servant, with 
a Tone ſomewhat more imperious than what he 
was accuſtom'd to, and a great noiſe ſoon after, 
immagin'd ſome accident had hapned to betray 
her, and ran in to know the certainty, juſt as 
the Co u NT had diſcharg'd the Servant at once 
from his Service and his preſence. You have 
done well Madam (ſaid D'EL Mor r looking on 
her with Eyes ſparkling with indignation) you 
have done. well, by your Impertinent Curioſity 


Happineſs, and remind me that I am that wretch- 
ed Thing a Husband ! tis well indeed (anſwer'd 
ALovysa, who ſaw now that there was no 
need of farther Diſſimulation) that any thing 
an make you remember both what you are, and 
hat I am. You, (reſum'd he, haſtily Interrup- 
ting her) have taken an Effectual method to 
prove your ſelf a Wife! —a very Wife! 8 

Inſo- 


\ 


and Imprudence, to rouze me from my Dream of 
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Inſolent---Jealous---and Cenſorious ----But Ma. t 
dam (continued he frowning)ſince you are pleaſed i Þ 
to aſſert your Priveledge, be affur'd, I too ſhall Iſh * 
take my turn, and will exert the ----Husband ! e 
In faying this, he flung out of the Room in Ml © 
fpite of her endeavours to hinder him, and go-· © 
ing haſtily through a Gallery which had a large fe 
Window that looked into the Garden, he percei- Ml 2 
ved MzLIL Ion A lying on a green Bank, in ail Þ 
Melancholy but a charming Poſture, directly 
oppoſite to the place where Fe was; her Beauties 

pear'd if poſſible more to advantage then ever V 
he had ſeen them, or at leaſt he had more op- 
1 unſeen by her, to gaze upon em t. 

in a Moment loſt all the Rage of Temper ! 
he had been in, and his whole Soul was taken 4 
up with ſoftneſs, he ſtood for ſome Moment ®: 
fix'd in ſilent Admiration, but Love has ſmall © 
Dominion in a Heart, that can content it {cli 4 
with a diſtant Proſpect, and there being a pair 
of Back Stairs at the farther End of the Gallery 
which led to the Garden. He either forgot c 
not regarded what Conſtruction AL vs A might 
make on this private interview, if by Chance 
from any of the Windows ſhe ſhou'd be witneſ 
of it, pf 


 MEeLL1oR A was ſo intent on a Book ſhe 
had in her Hand, that ſhe ſaw not the Cou xx til 
he was cloſe enough to her to diſcern what was 
the Subject of her Entertainment, and finding 
it the works of Monſieur L' FON TENELLEZz Phy- 
loſophy Madam at your Age (ſaid he to her wit 
an Air which expreſt ſurprize) is as wondrous 25 
your other Excellencies, but J am confident, had 
| 1 tui 
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this Author ever ſeen MELL ISR A, his Sentiments 
had been otherwiſe than now they ſeem to be, 
and he wou'd have been able to write of nothing 
elſe but Love and her. ME IL L 10R A bluſh'd Ex- 
tremely at his unexpected Preſence, and the 
Complement he made Her; but recollecting her 
ſelf as ſoon as ſhe cou'd: Thave a better Opinion 
of Monſieur LON TEN ELLE, (anſwer d ſhe) 
but if I were really Miſtreſs of as many Charms 
as you wou'd. make me believe, I ſhould think 
my ſelf little beholding to Nature, for beſtow- 
ing them on me, if by their means TI 
were depriv'd of fo choice an Improvement as 
this Bbok has given me. Thank Heaven then 
Madam, (reſum d he) that you were born in an 
Age ſucceſſive to that which has produc'd fo ma- 
ny fine Treatiſes of this kind for your Enter- 
tainment ; ſince (I am very Confident) this, and 
a long ſpace of future Time will have no other 
Theme, but that which at preſent you ſeem ſo 
much averſe to. MELLIORA found fo much 
difficulty in endeavouring to Conceal the diſor- 
der ihe was in at this Difcourfe, that it rendred 
her unable to reply; and He, (who poſſibly 
gueſt the occaſion of her ſilence) raking one of her 
Hands and tenderly preſſing it between his, look'd 
ſo full in her Eyes, as height 
and diſcover'd to his raviſh'd View, what moſt | 
he wiſh'd to find : Ambition, Envy, Hate, Fear, 
or Anger, every other Paſſion that finds En- 
trance in the Soul, Art, and Diſcretion, may 
Diſguiſe, but Love, tho* it may | 
can never be Conceal'd, not only the Eyes {thoſe 
true and moſt Perfect Intelligencers of the Heart) 
but every feature, _— 


faculty betrays it 


25 


hen'd her Confuſion 


be feign'd, 


! It 


fills 
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fills the whole Air of the Perſon poſſeſt with it; 
it wanders round the Mouth! plays in the 
Voice! trembles in the Accent! and ſhows it 
ſelf a thouſand different, nameleſs ways! Even M- 
LLIORA'S Care to hide it, made it more Aparent, 
and the Tranſported D' EL MONT not conſide- 
ring where he was, or who might beg witneſ; 
of his rapture, cou'd not forbear Catching! her in 
Pis Arms, and graſping her with an Extaſie, which 
plainly told her what his thoughts, were, tho 
at that time he had not Power to put em into 
Words; and indeed there is no greater proof of 
a Vaſt and Elegant Paſſion, than the being un- 
capable of Expreſling it: ——He had perhaps 
held her in this ſtrict embrace, till ſome Acct 
dent had diſcover'd and ſeparated him from her; 
if the Alarm this manner of, Proceeding . gave 
her Modeſty, had not made her force her {elf 
from him. They both ſtood in a ſilent Con- 
ſternation, nor was he much leſs. diſorder'd at 
the Temerity, the violence of his ungovernable 
Paſſion had made him guilty of, than ſhe, was at the 
Liberty he had taken, he knew not how to Excuſe, 
nor ſhe, to Reproach; Reſpect (the conſtant Atten- 
dant on a ſincere Affection) had tyed his Tongue, 
and ſhame mixed with the uncertainty after what 
manner ſhe ſhou'd reſent it, Hers. At laſt, the 
Natural Confidence of his Sex Encourag'd him 
to break this mute Entertainment. — There are 
Times Madam (ſaid he) in which the wiſeſt have 
not Power over their own Actions If there- 
fore IJ have offended, impute not the Crime to 
me, but that unavoidable impulſe which for a 
Moment hurry'd me from my ſelf, for be aſſu- 
red while D'ELMONT can Command his 
Thoughts they {hall be moſt obedient to your 

VVV Wiſhes--- 
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Wiſhes —— As MEL LI OR A was about to 
reply, ſhe ſaw a Servant coming haſtily to ſpeak 
to the CouxT, and was not à little glad of ſo 
favourable an opportunity to. retire without he- 
ing oblig d to continue a. Diſcourſe in which ſhe 
muſt either lay a.ſevere Puniſhment on her In- 
clinations by making a quarrel with him, or 
by forgiving him too! cafily Treſpaſs again the - 
ſtrict Precepts of Virtue ſhe had always pro- 
feſs d: She made what haſte. ſhe cou'd into her 
Chamber, and Carry d with her a World of 
troubled Meditations, ſhe now no longer doubted 
of the CounT's.Paſhon, and trembled with the 
Apprehenſion of what he might in time bepromp- 
ted to; but when ſhe Reflected how dear that 
Perſon ſhe had ſo much cauſe to fear, was to 
her, ſhe thought herfelf, at once the moſt unfor- 
tunate and. moſt Guilty. of her Sex. wy 
. Ty e.Seryant who gave em this ſeaſonable 
Interruption delivered a Letter to his Maſter, 
which he opening haſtily, knowing that it came 
from his Brother by the Seal, found the Contents 
as follows. OY | | 


| Hop'd (my Deareſt Friend, and Brother) by this 
day to bave Embrac'd you, but Fortune takes 
delight to diſappoint our wiſhes, when higheſt rais d, 
and neareſt to their Aim. ---- The Letter I carry d 
from her, whom I think it my Happineſ to ca ld i- 
fer joyn d with my own Faith, Love, and Aſi- 
duity; at length Viunpb d over all the little nice- 
ties and objetions my Charmer made againſt our 
Journey, and ſbe Condeſcended to order every thing 
requiſite for our departure from Amiens ſhou'd be 
ſu- got ready. But how ſhall I Expreſs the Grief, the. 
Horrour, the Diſtract ion of my Soul, when the very 
PT * Evening 


Evening beſore the Day we ſhouw'd have ſet out, as Ill y' 
was ſitting with her, a 4 but terrible Illneſs F 
like the Hand of Death ſeiz'd on her, ſhe fell (oh! il » 
- my Brother) Cold, and Speechleſs in my Arms — i t| 
 Cueſs, what Tendur'd at that Aflicting Moment, si 
all that I had of Man, or Reaſon left me; and ſure n. 
had not the Care of the Baroneſs and ſome other 
Ladies (whom my Cries drew in to ber aſiſtance) in a 
little time recover d her, I had not now firvivd to 
give you this Account Again, I ſaw the Beauties 
of her Eyes, again ] heard her Voice, but her diſorder 
was yet ſo great that it was thought convenient ſhe ſpou d 
Je put to Bed; the Barroneſs ſeeing ny Diſpair, deſi- i 
red me not to quit her Honſe, and by that means 
T had news every Hour, how her Fravor encreas'l, 
or abated, for the Phyſicians being de ſir d to deal free. 
ty, a ur d us, that was her Diſtempe, For ſeveral 
days ſbe continu'd in a Condition that cou'd give 1 
"70 hopes of ber Recovery; in which time as you 
may imagine, I was little Capable of Writing. — 
The wildneſs of my unruly Grief, made me not be 
permitted to come into her Chamber; but A 
not without they had made uſe of force, binder 
me from lying at ber Door : I Counted all her 
Groans, heard every ſigh, the violence of her Pain 
drew from her, and watch'd the Countenance of 
every Perſon who came out of her Chamber, as Men 
who wou'd form a Fudgment of future Conſequences, 
do the Signs in Heaven.---But I trouble you with this 
tedious recital, ſhe is now, if there is any Depen- 
dance on the Doctors skill, paſt Danger, tho not 
Ft to Travel at leaft this Month, which gives 10 
ſmall Alleviation to the greatneſs of my Joys (which 
otherwiſe wou'd be unbounded) - for ber Recovery, Lo 
fiuce it occaſions ſo long a Separation from the bel for 
of Brothers, and of Friends : Farewel, may al 
| EOS | Jon; 
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your wiſhes meet ſucceſs, and an Eternal round of 
Happineſs attend yon; to add to mine, I beg you'll 
write by 2 Poſt, which next to ſeeing you, is 
the greateſt can Taſte. 1 am my Lord with all ima- 
ginable Tenderneſs. and  Reſpe& your moſt Affectio- 
nate Brother and Humble Seruant. 


7. BRUITL 14 x; 25% 


TRE Count judged it-proper that 'ALovy- 


| 64 ſhou'd ſee this Letter, / becauſe it ſo much 


concerned her Siſter, and was ordering the Ser- 


I vant to carry it to her, (not being willing him- 


ſelf to ſpeak to her) juſt as:ſhe was coming to- 


wards him: ſhe: had received a Letter from the 


BARRONESS DE DERONVILL, at the ſame time 
that the Chevalier BRILLIAaN's was brought and 
was glad to take the opportunity of Communi- 
cating the Contents of it, in hopes by this Con- 
verſation to be reconcil'd to her Husband : But 
the gloomy ſullenneſs of the Humour he had 
left her with, return'd. at ſight of her, and 
after ſome little Diſcourſe of Family Affairs, 
which he cou'd not. avoid anſwering, walk'd 
Careleſly away. She follow'd: him at a diſtance 
"till he was got up to the Gallery, and percei- 
ving he went toward his Cloſet, mended her 
pace and was cloſe to him when he was going in. 
My Lord (ſaid ſhe) with a voice but half aſſur'd 
and which wou'd not have given her leave to 
utter more, if he had not interrupted her, by 
telling her he wou'd be alone, and ſhutting the 

Door haſtily upon her, but ſhe prevented his 
Locking of it by puſhing againſt it withall her 
force, and he, not exerting his, for fear of hurt- 


ing 
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ing her, ſuffer'd her Entrance: But look'd on her 
with a Countenance ſo forbidding, as in ſpite 
of the Natural Haughtineſs of her Temper, and 
the Reſolution ſhe had made to ſpeak to him, 
rendered her unable for ſome Moments to bring 
forth a Word; but the ſilent grief, which appear- 
ed in her Face, pleaded more with the good Na- 
ture of the CounT, than any thing ſhe cou'd 
have ſaid: He began to pity the unhappineſs of 
Ber too violent Affection, and to with himfelf 
in a Capacity of returning it, however, he (like 
moft Husbands) thought it beſt to keep up his 
Reſentments, and take this opportunity of Quel- 
ling all the Woman in her Soul, and hum: 
bling all the little remains of pride that Love 
bad left her. Madam, (reſum'd he) with an Ac: 
cent; which tho? ſomething more ſoftened, was 
ſtilt ĩmperious enough, if you have any thing of 
Conſequence to impart to me, I defire you will 
be as brief as von can, for I wou d be left to the 
freedom of my Thoughts — ALowy $4 cou d not 
yet anſwer, but letting fall a Shower of Tears, 
and throwing her ſelf on the Ground, Embracd 
his knees with ſo Paſhonate a Tenderneſs, as 
ſufficiently expreſt her Repentance for having 
been Guilty of any thing to diſoblige him: D'El- 
MONT was molt ſenſibly touch'd at this Beha- 
viour, ſo vaſtly different from what he cou'd 
have expected from the greateſt of her Spirit, 
and raiſing her with an obliging Air. J am ſor— 
ry (ſaid he) that any thing ihou'd happen to oc- 
caſion this Submiſſion, but ſince what's paſt, is out 
of either of our Powers to recal: I ſhall endeavour 
to think of it no more, provided yow'l promiſe 
me, never for the future to be guilty of ny 

| . thang 
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thing which may give me an uneaſineſs by the 
ſight of yours — Tis impoſſible to Repreſent 
the Tranſport of Arovysa at this kind Ex- 
prefſion, ſhe hung upon his neck, kiſſed the dear 
Mouth which had pronounc'd her Pardon with 
Raptures of unſpeakable delight, ſhe ſigh d with 
Pleaſure, as before ſhe had done with Pain, The 
wept, ſhe. even Dy'd with Joy No, no my 
Lord, my Life, my Angel, . (Cry'd ſhe, aſſoon 


| as ſhe had power to ſpeak) I never will of- 


fend you more, no more be jealous; no more 
be doubtful of my happineſs ! Youare,and will be 
only mine, I know youwill— Your kind forgive- 
neſs of my folly, aſſures me that you are mine, 
not more by Duty, than by Love! A tye far 
more valuable than that of Marriage. The 
CounT Conſcious of her miſtake had much ado 
to Conceal his Diſorder at theſe Words, and 
being unwilling ſhe ſhou'd proceed; as ſoon as 
he cou'd (without ſeeming unkind or rude) Diſ- 
ingage himſelf from her Arms, took a Pen in 
his Hand, which he told her he was about to em- 
ploy in anſwering . the Cheveliar BRILLIAN's 
Letter: ALCVYSA who now reſoly'd an en- 
tire obedience to his Will, and remembring he 
had deſir'd to be alone, withdrew, full of the 
Idea, of an immagin'd Felicity — Her Heart 
was now at eaſe, ſhe believ'd, that if her Hus- 
band had any remains of Paſſion for AuE NA, 
the impoſſibility of ever ſeeing her again, wou'd 

ſoon extinguiſh them, and ſince ihe was fo hap- 
pily Reconcil'd, was far from repenting her In- 


| tercepting of his Letter : But poor Lady, the 


did not long enjoy this Peace of Mind, and this 


Intervall of Tranquility ſerv'd but to heighten 
her enſuing Miſeries. Tas. 


perſwaded him to go into the Country, hoping 


was in perſwading MELLITIOCRA to Accompany 


were talking of it, ſhe told them that ſhe ws 
reſolv'd to return to the Monaſtery where he 
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THE CovnT's ſecret Paſſion for MEL ro: Wh 
RA grew ſtronger by his Endeavouring to ſup- H 
preſs it, and perceiving that ſhe Carefully a-. Nvc 
voided all opportunities of being alone with Mar 
him one Moment, ſince his Behaviour to her in Wat 


the Garden, he grew almoſt Diſtracted, with tu 


theContinual reſtraint he was forced toput on all 
his Words and Actions: He durſt not ſigh, nor 
ſend an Amorous Glance for fear of offending 
her, and Alarming his Wives Jealouſie, ſo late. 
ly lull'd to fleep : He had no Perſon in whom 
he had Confidence enough to truſt with his Mif- 
fortune, and had certainly ſunk under the pref: 
ſure of it, if ALovysa who obſerving an Alte- 
ration in his Countenance and Humour, and 
fearing he was really indiſpoſed (which was the 
excuſe he made for his Melancholy) had not 


that Change of Air might do him good: He 
had a very fine Seat near Arjerville in the Pro- 
vince of Le Beauſſe, which he had not been at in 
ſome Years, and he was very willing to comply 
with ALovysA's deſires of paſſing the remain- 
der of the Summer in a Solitude, which was now 
become agreeable to him, the greateſt Difficulty 


them thither ; he gueſſed by her reſery'd Be 
haviour, that ſhe only waited an opportunity to 
leave the place where he was, and was not 
miſtaken in his Conjecture: One day as they 


had been Educated, that the World was too noi 
ſy a Place for one of her Taſte, who had 99 
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liſh for any ef the Diverſions of it: Every word: 
ſhe ſpoke, was like a dagger to .D'ELMGNT.s 
Heart; yet hg ſo tu, manag'd his Endea-. 
vours, between the Authority. of a Guardian, 
land the Entreaties of a Friend, that ſhe was 
at laſt overcome. Tis hard for the ſevereſt Vir- 
tue to; deny themſelves the fight of the Perſon, 
below d, and; whatever .Reſolutions . we make, 
there are but few, who like MEL 108A might 

not by ſuch: a, Lover, be prevailed upon to 
ek them, „ 1 oe fac? 31 


T ooamiams ti r wile ge nothwnge 
„As ſoon-»as their, Coming into the Country 

was ſpread abroad, they were viſited by all the 
Neighbouring People of Quality, but there was 
none: ſo welcome to D'ELMONT as the Baron 


* 


D'zs PERNALY ʒ they had before the CounT's go- 
ing into the Army been very intimate acquain- 
ice, and were egually glad of, this opportuni- 
y to renew à Friendſhip, which Time and Ab- 
ence had not entirely Eracd. The Baron had 
in # Siſter | young, and very, agrecable, but gay 
ply even to Coquetry ; they, liv 


1 


- N 


ven to. Co 5 t. ztogether, being 
in. both füngle, and he; brought her with him, 
on hearing the CounT was Married, to viſit his 
Ity Lady: There wer ſeveral. other young Noble 
nr Men, and; Ladies there at the dame, time, and 
Be. the Converſation grew ſo:delightfully Entertain» 
to ing that it was impoſſible for Perſons leſs pre- 
not vpoleſt than the CguyT and MELL 108A to retain 
ey their, Chagziz,, but, tho there, were ſcarce any 
ral 22 the Company that might not have liſt'ned 
hell with, a plea Fr er to. what thoſe two 

Perl us were Capable of ſaying, yet 


ol admirable, Per re ( 
re. our mee appro Ns, keys tem: pech in e 
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till MELANTHA, for that was the Name of the 
Barons Siſter took upon her, to divert the Com. 
pany with ſome Verſes on Love; which ſhe took 
out of her Pocket-Book and read to em: Every 
| extoll'd the ſoftneſs of the Stile, and the 
Subject they were upon. But MIL 10 A who 
Was willing to take all opportunities of Con- 
demning that Paſſion, as well to Conceal it in 
her ſelf, as to check what ever hopes the Cov nt 
might have. Now Diſcovered the force of her 
Reaſon, the Delicacy of her Wit, and the 
penetration of her Judgment, in a manner ſo 
ſweetly ſurprizing to all that were Strangers to 
her, that they preſently found, that it was not 
want of Noble, and truly agreeable Thoughts 
or Words to Expreſs em, that had ſo long de- 
priv'd them of the Pleaſure of hearing her; ' ſhe 
urg d the Arguments ſhe brought againſt the 
_ Siving way to Love, and the Danger of all ſoft- 
- ang Amuſements, with ſuch a becoming fierce- 
neſs, as made every Body of the Opinion that ſhe 
was born only to Create Defire, not be ſufcept1- 
ble of it her ſelf. The Coup as he was moſt 
Concern'd, took the moſt particular notice of all 
ſhe ſaid, and was not a little alarm'd' to fee her 
appear fo much in earneſt, but durſt not anſwer, 
or Endeavour to Confute her, becauſe of AL o- 
vs A's preſence: But it was not long before he 
had an opportunity, a few days after he met 
with one, as full as he cou'd 'with. | Returning 
one Evening from the Baron D'EsSPERNAYS 
whom he had now made the Confident of his 
Paſſion, and who had Encourag'd him in it, he 

was told that Al ovYsA was gone out to take 
the Air, and hearing no mention of MELL 10. 
| RAS 


* * 
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xA's being with her, he ſtay'd not to enquire, 
but running directly to her Chamber, made his 
Eyes his beſt Informers: He found her lying on 
a Couch in a moſt Charming Diſſabillee, the had 
| but newly. come from Bathing, and her Hair 


a negligence more Beautiful than all the Aids of 
Art cou'd form in the moſt exact Decorum of Dreſs 
part of it fell upon her Neck and Breaſt, an 
with it's Lovely Shadynefs, being of a Delicate 
dark Brown, ſet off to vaſt Advantage, the 
matchleſs whiteneſs of her skin: Her Gown and 
the reſt of her Garments were white, and all un- 

ot girt, and looſely flowing, diſcover'd a Thouſand 
hrs Beauties, which Modiſn Formalities conceal. - A 
de- Book lay open by her on which ſhe had reclin'd 
he her Head, as if been Tir'd with Reading, ſhe 
he Bluſh'd at fight of the CounT, and roſe from 
ft: off the Couch with a Confuſion which gave new 
e- WI Luſtre to her Charms, but he not permitting 
he her to ſtir from the place ſhe was in, ſat down by 
ti- Her, and caſting his Eyes on the Book which lay 
ff there, found it to be Ovid's: Epiſiles, How Madam 
11 8 (Cry'd he, not a little pleas'd with the Diſcove- 
er ry) dare you, who the other day ſo warmly in- 
veigh'd againſt;Writings of this Nature, truſt your 
ſelf with ſo Dangerous an Amuſement ? How | 
happens it, that you are ſo ſuddenly come over 


Ie 
t to our Party? Indeed my Lord (anſwer'd ſhe, 
g growing more Diſorder d) it was Chance rather 


than Choice, that Directed this Book to my 


S 12 

s Hands, I am yet far from approving Subjects of 
e this kind, and Believe I ſhall be ever ſo: Not 
e that I can perceive any Danger in it, as to my ſelf, 


the Retirement I have always liv'd in, and the 
little propenſity I find to entertain a F 
F 2 t 


unbraided, hung down upon her ſhoulders with 
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that uneaſie Paſſion, has hitherto ſecur d me from 
any Prepoſſeſhon, without which, Ovid's Art is 
Vain. Nay, Madam, reply'd the-CoUNT, now 
vou Contradi& your former Argument, which 
was, tñat theſe fort of Books were, as it were, Pre. 
paratives to Love, and by their ſoftning Influence 
melted the Soul, and made it fit for Amorous 
Impreſſions, and ſo far, you certainly were in 
the right, for when once the fancy is fixed on x 
real Object, there will be no need of Auxillary 
Forces, the Dear Idea will ſpread. it ſelf thro 
every Faculty of the Soul, and in a Moment 
Inform us better, than all the Writings of the 
moſt Experienc'd Poets, cou'd; do in an Ape, 
Well, my Lord, (ſaid ſhe Endeavouring to Com- 
poſe her ſelf) I am 3 of any 
Learning this way, and ſhall Endeavour to re. 
tam in Memory, mare of the Misfortunes that 
attended the Paſſion of Sappho, than the Tender, 
tho' never fo Elegant Expreſſions it Produc'd: 
And if all Readers of Romances took this Me. 
thod, the Votaries of Cupid won'd be fewer, and 
the. Dominien of Reaſon more Extenſive. You 
ſpeak (Anſwer'd 'D'ELMONT) as tho' Love and 
Reaſon were Imcompatible, there is no Rule 
(ſaid ſhe) my Lord without Exception, they are 
indeed ſometimes united, but howioften they are 
at Variance where may we not find Proofs, Hi. 
ſtory, is full of them, and Daily Examples of 
the mary Hair-brain'd Matches, and ſlips much 
leſs Excuſable, ſuſhciently Evince how little 
Reaſon has to do in the Affairs of Love, I mean 
(Continu'd the, | with a very ſerious Air) that 
90 of Love, for there are two, which hurries 
People on to an immediate Gratification of their 
1 FB 176719) SIT Tot Ber, deſires, 
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deſires, tho* never ſo prejudicial to themſelves, 
or the Perſon they pretend to Love. Pray Ma- 
dam (ſaid the CounT a little netled at this Diſ- 
courſe) what Love is that which ſeems at leaſt to 
Merit the Approbation of a Lady ſo Extremely 
nice ? It has many Branches (Reply'd ſhe) in the 
firſt Place that which we owe to Heaven, in the 
next to our King, our Country, Parents, Kin- 
dred, Friends, and Laſtly, that which Fancy in- 
clines, and Reaſon guides us to, in a Pal tner 


for Life, but here every Circumſtance muſt agree 


Parity of Age, of Quality, of Fortune, and of 
Humour; Conſent of Friends, and Equal Affecti- 
on in each other, for if any one of theſe particu- 
lars fail, it renders all the reſt of noEfte&. Ah, Ma- 
dam( cry d the Cou Nr not able to ſuffer her to pro- 
ceed. What ſhare of Pity. then can you afford to a 
ManwhoLoves were almoſt all theſcCircumſtances 
are wanting, and what advice wou'd you give a 
wretch ſo Curſt? I wou'd have him think, (ſaid 
ſhe more Gravely then before) (How Madam, 
reſum'd he)think did you ſay? Alas! Tis Thought 
that has undone him, that's very poſſible; (an- 
ſwer'd ſhe ) but yet tis want of - think- 
ing juſtly, for in a Lovers Mind IIluſions ſeem 
Realities, and what at an other time wou'd be 
look'd on as Impoſſible, appears eaſie then the 
indulge, and feed their new-born Folly with 
proſpect of a Hope, tho' ne're ſo diſtant a one, 
and in the vain purſuit of it, fly Conſiderati- 
on, till Diſpair Starts up in the midway, and 
bar's their Promis'd view, whereas if they gave 
way to due Reflection, the Vanity of the Attempt 
wou d preſently be ihown, and the ſame cauſe 
that bid em ceaſe to hope, wou'd bid 'em ceaſe 
to wiſh; Ah Madam (ſaid he) how little do you 
: Rd aw 10W 


” 
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know of that Pailion, and how-eafily cou'd I IM 5 
diſprove you by. the Example of my Friend; Wl .. 

 DPifpair and Love are of an equal Age in him, 
and from the firſt Moment he beheld his Adora - 
ble Charmer, he has Languiſhed without the & 
leaſt mixture of a flattering Hope. I Grant the 
Flames with which our Modern Gallants are ordi- 
narily animated, cannot long ſubſiſt withoutFewel, 
but where Love is Kindled in a Generous Heart by 
a juſt Admirat ion of the real Merits of the Ob- 
ject -belov'd, Reaſon goes Hand in Hand with it, 
and makes it laſting as our Life. In my Mind 
fanſwer d- MzLIORA Coldly) an Eſteem ſo 
Grounded may more properly be afcribed to 
Friendſhip, then be it ſo Madam, (rejoyn'd the 
Count Briskly) Friendſhip and Love, where 

either are ſincere, vary but little in their mean- 
ing, there may indeed be ſome Diſtinctions in 
their Ceremonies, but their Eſſentials are ſtill 
the ſame: And if the Gentleman I ſpeak of 
were ſo happy as to hope his Friendſhip wou'd 
be acceptable, I dare promiſe that he never car 
wou'd Complain his Love were not ſo. You 
have a ſtrange way (ſaid ſhe) to Confound Idea 

_ which in my Opinion are ſo vaſtly different, that 
J ſhou'd make no Difficulty in granting my 

Friendſhip to as many of my Acquaintance, as 
had Merit to feferve it; but if I were to ell 
Love in that General Manner, twould be 2 

Crime wou'd juſtly render me Contemp- in f 
, tible to Mankind : Madam (replyed the ſelf 
Couy:T) when 1 ſpoke of the Congruity of h 
of Love and Friendihip, I did not mean that Hef 
fort, which to me, ſeems unworthy of the Name den 
of either, but that Exalted one, witch made 
Oreftes andPilades, Theſeus and Ferithaus ſo Famous, 


"That, 
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1 That, which has no Reſerve, no ſeparate Inte- 
dz reſt, or divided Thoughts, That which fills al, 
m, — gives al the ban” and Eſteems even Life's 
ra- Trifle; to rove it ſelf ft ncere What can Love 
he do more then yeild every thing to the object Be- 
be jov'd > And Frienamip muff do o too, or 18 
not Friendſhip?! Therefore take heed Fair Angel 


el. (Contini'd be taking ber Hand, and kiſſing it) 
by how you Promife Freindſhip, where vou neTe 
b- WH mean to'Love. * And obſerving ſhe was: Silent, 
it, Vour Hand, (ſuid he) your'Lip,” Neck, your 
nd Breaft, your All AI this Whole Heaven ef 
ſo Beauty Muſt be no 10 nger 91 Fe ur own Diſps- 


fil— All is the prize of Frier As much 
Confus'd as (MELL 10k a Was, at We Words 
which gave her ſufficient Reaſon to fear he wou d 
now Declare hiniſelf more fully than ſhe deſir d; 


in he had Spirit and Reſolution enough to with- 
till N draw her Hand from his, and with a look, that 
ol eke ber meaning but too plainly for the re- 
ud poſe of the Enxmour'd D'zLMownT I ſhall take 


4917 Lord (id ſhe) how I Commence'# 
Rien with bhp Perſon who wall make uſe 


pf it on Prejudice... SOLINS u by 


Tat Cob r now „ Enfible of his Etrot 
in going ſo far, and fearing he had undone him- 
RIF in her Eſteem by his raſhProceeding, thought 
it was beſt at onee 1 throw off a Difguife which 
in ſpite of his Endeavours wou'd fall off, of it's 
120 Ker by making a bold and free Confeſſion 
of his real Sentiments, Oblige her to a Diſcovery 
5 hers, —— T'do not doubt your Caution Ma- 
dem (anſwer' d he) in this point: Your Refer- 
ed Behaviour, even to me, bes me; but 

too 
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view you otherwiſe than now I ſee you, bleſt in 


ing her) forbear to Curſe; merfarther, .. rathe 


1 


„ 
* 
* 


too fully, how little you are diſpoſed to give, i} 
or receive any Proofs of Friendſhip: But per- D 
haps (Continu'd he with a deep ſigh) my too pre- 

ſuming Eyes have rendr ed mea uſpected Per: 4 
ſon, and wile you find in me the Wretch I 
have, Diſcrib'd, you find nothing in me worthy 5. 


of a happier Fortune. You are worthy of eve- ; 
: "4h: WY 3. „ 1 
ry thing my Lord, (ſaid MELL1oR&a quite be- 


ide her ſelf at theſe Words) nor are you leſs 3 
happy than you deſerve to be; and I wou'd ra- Ne 
ther that theſe Eyes ſhou'd loſe their ſight thay n 


every Circumſtance, the Darling of the World 
the Idol of the Court, and Favourite of Heaven! 
On ſtop !! (Cry'd D'sLMonT haſtily, Interrupt, 


Command my Death; than wiſh the Conti. 
nuance of my preſent Miſeries: Cruel MEL L 10- 
RA, too well, Alaſs, you know what I have en. 
dur d from the firſt fatal Moment I beheld you, 
and; only feign an Ignorance to Piſtract me 
more : A Thouſand times you have read my Ri 
ling wiſhes, ſparkling in my Eyes, and glowing 
on my Cheeks, as often ſeen my Virtue ſtrugling 
in ſilent Tremblings, and Life-Waſting Anguih 
to ſuppreſs deſire. Nay, Madam (ſaid he Catch. 
ing faſt hold of both her Hands ſeeing her about to 
riſc)by all my ſleepleſs Nights, and reſtleſs Days 
by all my Countleſs Burning Agonies; by al 
the Torments of my gall'd, bleeding Heart, | 
ſwear, that you ſhall hear me: I have heard too 
much (Cry d MELL 108.4 not able to Contain het 
ſelf) and tho' I am unwilling to believe yol 
have any farther aim in this Diſcourſe than your 
Diverſion, yet I muſt tell your Lordſhip Ls 

there 
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there are Themes more proper for it, than the 
Daughter of your Friend, who was entruſted to 
our Care with a far Different Opinion of * your 
chaviour to her. What have I done (refuin'd 
the almoſt Diſtracted Cour, falling at her 


ly H peet, and graſping her knees) what have I done, 
Ve: MW tohumane MeL 184! To deſerve thisRigour | 
eg y Honour has hitherto prevail'd above deſire, 
© Wherce,' and raging as it is, nor had 1 any other 


hopes by making this Declaration thah to meet 
that pity my Misfortunes Merit; and you can- 
not Without Ingratitude deny: Pity, even to Cri- 


4 | x TA 0 Tg 4 "A Y., 1 - - 3 

= unvoluntary, like mine, tis due: Tis impoſſi- 
ts ble to guefs the Conflict in 'MELL1ora's Breaſt 
any at this Inſtant, ſhe had heard a moſt Paſſionate 


Declaration of Love from a Married Man, and 


2 by r whatever his pretences were, 
wood Look on his Deſigns no otherwiſe than 


aim dl at the Deſtruction of her Honour, and 


15 was fir d with a Virtuous Indignation. But then 
ip ſhe ſaw in this Married Man, the only Perſon itt 
line the World, who was capable of Inſpiring her 
i bith a tender Thought, e ſau bim reduc d to 
> ke laſt 3 of Diſpair for her ſake : She 
heard his ſighs, the felt his Tremblings as he 


held her, and cou'd not refrain ſhedding ſome 


1 Tears, both for him, and for her ſelf, who in- 
I deed ſuffer'd little leſs; but the Count was 


not ſo happy as to be Witneſs of this Teſtimony 
ber of her Compaſhon : He had reclin'd his Head on 
her Lap, poſſibly to hide thoſe that forc'd their wa 


hal Voice which they heard below, giving them 
both an Alarm; they had no further opportuni- 
the CovxT was but juſt 
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minals is allow'd, and ſure, where the offence 'is 


ou; 15 „ 
Ve thro' his Eyes, at the ſame time; and ALovisas. 


* x. * 
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gone out of the Room and ML! 10R A laid 
on the Couch in the ane Crrelels Poſture which 


he had found her in; when ALOvVYSA Enter d 
the Chamber, and after having a little pleaſant- 
Iy Reproach'd her for being fo lazyas not- to 


Ace vompany her in the: Walk ſhe had been take- 


ing, ask d her if ſhe had not ſeen the CouN r 
who ſhe had been told was comte home: Poor 


ML LITIOR A had much ado to Concęal. the: Diſor- 


der ſhe was in at this Queſtion, but Recoyering 
her ſelf as well as ſhe cou d, anſwer? din the 


Affirmative; but that he; had not ſtay dethere 


longer, than to enquire where, ſhe. was gone, 
and that ſhe knewmot but he might I be: ge in 


ſearch of her: This Was. enough to mak AL o- 


v vs take her leave, Impatient for the icht of 
her Dear Lord, a happineſs ſne had not enioy d 


ſince Morning, but ſhe was diſappointed; of: her 
Hope. The CounT as, late as it was in the E 


ven went into his, Chaiſe, which ,had- Ay 


been ſet up, ſince he came from the Baton) Es- 


PERNATY'S, and drove s again With allhthe 


{peed he cou C0. gt '/ 2 9 Peli 
I oH ai Hi fle 


Tur Bank was Ext 1 ſurpriz d rat hit 


ſudden return, and with o much Confuſion and 
Melancholy in his Countenance. But much 
more ſo, -wien he had given him 
what had paſs'd between: Him and ML LIoRA, 
ant cou'd not forbear rallying him exceſſively. on 
the occaſion, What ſaid he, a Man of Wit, 
and Pleafure like CounT, D'ELMONT,.: a Man 
who knows the Sex ſo well,  cou'd he let flip fo 
Favourable an opportunity with the fineſt Wo- 
man in the World z one for whoſe Enjoyrient he 
| | rigs WON 
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Coineſs which ten to one was but affected) have 


eee 


8 keeping the CounT's Paſhon warm, made u 
of all t 


not by any means be brought to ſucceed, but by 
e 


— But O her Father's Memory ! My Obligations 
to 1.1m ! Her Youth and Innocence are Daggers 


7 
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to my cool Refletions ——Wou'd it not * 


pity EsPexNAY (continu'd he with a deep ſigh) 
eyen if ſhe ſhou'd conſent, to ruin ſo much ſweet- 
neſs? The Baron cau'd not forbear Laughing at 


_ - theſe Words, and the CounT who had ſtarted 


theſe Objections, only with the hope of having 


them remov'd, eaſily ſuftgg'd himſelf to be per- 


ſwaded to follow his Inclinations; and it was 
ſoon Concluded betwixt them, that on the firſt 


opportunity, MEL L IOI A ſhou'd fall a Sa- 


crifice to Love. 


— Trex Covir came not home until the next 
Morning, and brought the Baron with him, for 
they were now become inſeparable Friends: 


At his return he found ALovysA in a very 


11l humour for his being abroad all Night, and in 
ſpite of the Reſolution ſhe had made of ſhey- 
ing a perfect Reſignation. to hex Husbands will, 
cou'd not forbear giving him Tia hints, how 
unkindly ſhe took it, which he but little Regard- 
ed, all his Thonghts were now bent on the gain- 


ing Mer Licka. But that Lady Alarm'd at his 


Late Behaviour, and with Reaſon doubting her 

own Power of Reſenting it as the ought,or indeed 

reſiſting any future attempts he might make, 

feign'd the neceſſity of performing fome private 

Rufes of Devotion enjayn'd her as a Pennance, 

an kept her Chamber that ſhe might not ſee 
un. | | | „ 


Taz Piſquietudes of D'BL Mex for being 


foro d to live ; but for three or four days with- 


put the happineſs of beholding her, convinc'd 


him how impoſlible it was for him to overcome 
FS 3 5 #y 4 7 Tt . = 22 : his 
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his Paſſion, tho' he ſhou'd never ſo vigorouſly 
Endeavour it, and that whatever Method he 
ſhow'd make uſe of to ſatisfie it, might be excug'd 


WHAT 1s it-that a Lover cannot Accompliſh 
when Reſolution is on his fide? D'ELMoONT after 
having form'd a Thouſand fruitleſs Inventions, 
at laſt pitch'd on one, which promis'd him, an 
Aſſurance of Succeſs: In MEL L IOI 4's Cham- 
ber there was a little Door that open'd to a pair 
of Back Stairs, for the Convenience of the Ser- 
yants coming to clean the Room, and at the Bot- 
tom of that Diſcent, a Gate into the Garden. 
The CounT ſet his Wits to Work to get the 
Keys of thoſe two Doors, that of the Garden 
ſtood always in it, nor cou'd he keep it, without 
it's being miſt at Night, when they ſhou'd come 
to faſten the Gate, therefore, he carefully took 
the Impreſſion in Wax, and had one made ex- 
actly like it: The other he cou'd by no means 
Compaſs without making, ſome Excuſe to go to 
MELL1cRA's Chamber, and ſhe had defir'd that 
none might viſit her: But he overcome this 
Bar to his Deſign at Laſt ; there was a Cabinet 
in it, where he told ALovysA he had put ſome 
Papers of great Concern which now he wanted 
to look over, and deſir'd ſhe wou'd make an A- 
pology for his coming in, to fetch them. MELL 1- 
oRA imagin'd this was only a Pretence to ſee - 
her, but his Wife being with him, and he ſay- 
ing nothing to her, or taking any farther notice, 
than what Common Civility requir'd, was not 
much troubled at it. While Al vs was pay- 
ing a Complement, to the Recluſe, he was der- 

7 5 trous 


; = - & 4 7 5 
— 5 e % tA 
, . ; 


46 Bt I ? | Love, in Exceſs: 0 


b e to flip the Key out ls " Dick 
unperceiv'd by either of them. * - 


| As Toon as be nad gbt the Paſspart, to his 
Expected Joys in his Poſſeſſion, he order'd ; 
Couple of Jaddle Horſes to be made ready, and 
only attended by one Seryant, rid out, as if to 
take the Air; but when they were got about 
two or three Miles From his Houle, Com. 
manded Him to teturn, and, tell his Lady, that 
Be ſhow's lye that Nig at at the Baron D ESPE. 
'NaAY's, the fellow obs 'd,and Clapping Spurs to 
his Horſe, was 1mme wie lot 1 in a Nous 00 
| Dutt. 5 

D'ELMoNr had ſent this Meſſige to prevent 
any of the Family ſitting up expecting him, 
and inſtead ' of going to the Baron's , turn! 
ſhort, and went to Angerville, where meeting 
with ſome Gentlemen of his Acquaintance, he 
Paſs'd the Hours till between twelve and one, 
as pleaſantly as his Impatience to be with MELT 
ORA, wou'd give him leave. He had not much 
above a Furlong to ride, and his deſires made 
him not ſpare his Horſe, which he tyed by tl: 
Bridle, hot, and foaming, as he was, to a huge 
Oak which grew pretty near his Garden, it was 
Incompaſſed only with a Hedge, and that 
O low, that he got over it without any Difficulty: 
He look? d carefully about him, and found 
no Tell-tale lights in any of the Rooms, aud 
Concluding all was as huſh das he cou'd wiſh, Open. 
ed the firſt Door, but the Encreaſing Tranſport 
of his Soul, as he came up Stairs, to be ſo neat 
the end of all his Withes, are more caſily Ima 


ginel 
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gined than Expreſt, byr dagen &s they we re, 


they preſently receiv'd a vaſt Addition, when he 


came; into the Happy Chamber, ant by: a- moſt 


\» MDclightful Gloom a Friend to Lovers; for it was 
oor, H neither Park nor Ligbt, be beheld the. Lovely: 


Men 10x A in her Bed, and faſt aſleep, her, 
Head was reclin d on one of her Arms; à Pil- 


his I low. ſofter and whiter far than that it lean d on, 
d theother was ſtretch'd out, and with it's Ex- 
and I tention had thruſt down the Bed-Cloths ſo. far, 
f to that all the Beauties of her Neck and Breaft ap- 


pear'd, to view. He took an inexpreſſible Plea- 


om ſure, in gazing on her; as ſhe lay and in, this 
that I lent Contemplation of her Thouſand Charms, 
EB. his mind was Agitated with various Emotions, 
s tu and. the reſiſt leſs. poſture he heheld her in, rouz?d 
| of BN all that, was Honpurahle in him, he thought it 
pit eves to wake her, but more to wrong ſuch, 
4 Janocence,, and he was ſometimes, Prompted.,; 
ent Wi to return, and leave her as he fqund her. 
un, tf ni? Wal M wit wo 


no By r whatever Pominion, Honour, and Vir- 
ine tue may have oven our waking Thoughts, tis 
be certain that they fly. from the clos d Eyes, our 
ne, Bl Paſſions then exert their forceful Power, and that 
L which.is: moſt Predominant an the, Soul, Agitates 

naß the fancy, And brings even Things Impoſſible to 
ade paſs : Deſire, with watchful. Diligence: repell'd, 

tie returns with greater violence in unguarded fleep, | 
uge and overthrows. the vain Efforts of Day. MEL-. 
as L 1oR A in ſpite of hen ſelf, was often happy 

hat in Idea, and pofleſt, a Bleſſing, which ſhame 
ty: and Guilt, deter'd her from in reality. Ima- 

and gination at this; time was Active, and brought 
and the Charming CouNT, much nearer than es | 
en- 5 „ „ e 
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bee in Face F "Or, 


be uus, ad. Ke, ſtooping to the Bed, Hy gems 
laying his Face "loſe to her s, . 
ing no more than to ſteakiel Kiſs from Ry 
— ceid d) that Action, Copcurring at thiat 
Inſtant, with her Dream; fade her throw her 
Arm (ill Slumberin ) about his Neck, and 
in a Soft and Languiſhing Voice, Cry e out; 0 
D*eLMoxT Ceaſe, ceaſe to Charm, te fach a 
height Life cannot bear theſe Raptures 
— And then again, Embracing him yet cloſer, 
1 too, too TN Count —Extatick 
Wizz was now the Reſolution he Tr 
ing ſome Moments before? If he had now 
left her, ſome might have applaud War 
nour ſo uncommon; but more wou'd habe 
Condemn'd his Stupidity, for I believe t here 
are very few Men, how Stoical, ſoe ver they 
pretend to be, that in ſuch a Tempting Circum- 
ſtance wou'd not have loſt all Thoughts, but 
thoſe, which the preſent opportunity infpir'd, 
That he did, is moſt certain, for he tore open 
his Waſtcoat, and joyn'd bis pantigz Breaſt to 
her's, with ſach a Tummltuous Eagerneſs! Seiz d 
her with ſuch a Rapidity of Tranſported hope 
Crown'd Paſſion, as immediately wak'd her from 
an imaginary Felicity, to the Approaches of a 
Solid one. Where have I been? (ſaid ſhe, juſt 
opening her Eyes) where am I? — (And then 
coming more —_ to her ſelf Heaven! What's 
this? EL MONT (Cry'd the Ore- 
joy'd err E happy D'ELNMHON T! Mat- 
LIORA'S the Charming MELL TORA'S D'ELMONT: 
Oh, all ye Saints, (Refum'd the — d. Trem- 


„ 
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pling, fair) ye Miniſtring Angels ! ' Whoſe Bu- 
ſinefs tis to guard the Innocent! Protect, and 


Shield my Virtue ! O! ſay, how came you here, 


chat Wonder-Working Power has ſent me here, 
p to Charm thee, ſweet Reſiſter, into e 
* WO! Hold, (Cry'd ſhe, finding he was proceed- 


Fl ing to Laberties, which her Modeſty cou'd not 
; {W:zllow of ) forbear, I do Conjure you, even by 
| that Love you plead, before my Honour, Fil. 
E {Wrcfign my Life ! "Therefore, unleſs you with to 

ſee me Dead, a Victim to your Cruel, fatal 
Paſſion; I beg yon to deſiſt, and leave me: 
Il cannot — Muſt not (anſwer'd he, growing 


" Will more Bold) what, when I have thee thus! 
bus naked in my Arms, Trembling, Defence- 
0- leſs, Leilding, Panting with equal Wiſhes, thy 
ve Love Confelt, and every Thought, Deſire ! What 


rou'dſt thou think if I ſhon'd leave thee ? 
How juſtly wou' dſt thou ſcorn my eaſie Tame- 
ieſs; my Dulneſs, unworthy of the Name of 
Lover, or eyen of Man ! - Come, come no 
ore Reluctance (Continu'd he, gathering Kiſſes 
rom her ſoft Snowy Breaſt at every Word) Damp 
ot the fires thou haſt tais'd with ſeemingCoineſs! 


2d know thou art mine! All mine! And thusI--Yet 
Pe Mhink (ſaid ſhe Interrupting him, and Struglirg 
2 n his Arms) think what 'tis that you wou'd do, 


zor for a Moments Joy, hazard your Peace 
or Ever. By Heaven, cryd he: I will 
is Night be Maſter of my Wiſhes, no matter 
hat to Morrow may bring forth: Aſſoon as he 
ad ſpoke theſe Words, he put it ont of her Power 
ther to deny, or to Reproach him, by ſtopping her 
outh with Kiſſes, and was juſt on the point of 

ä | — making 


3 MW my Lord? Love, {aid he, Love that does all, 
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makivg good what he had vow'd, when a loud 


knocking at the Chamber Door, put. a ſtop to 
his Beginning Exſtacy, and chang'd the ſweet il | 
Confuſion, Mr'LLIORA had been in, to all the 
Horrors of a ſhame and guilt Diſtracted Appre- | | 
henſion: They made no Doubt but that it was 
ALovysa, and that they were betray d, te 
CovnrT's greateſt concern for was Mxl L IoRA, and ( 
the knocking ſtill continuing and growing louder, N e 
all he cou'd do in this Exigence, was to make + 
his Eſcape, the way he came, there was no time 1\ 
for taking leave, and he cou'd only ſay, perca-M + 
ving ſhe was ready to faint with her fears. BM f. 
Comforted, my Angel, and reſolute in your D. /- 
nials, to whatever Queſtions the Natural Ir{-W R 
lence of a Jealous Wife, may provoke mine , A 
ask you; and we ſhall meet again (if D' ELMontMl b 
ſurvives thisDiſappointment without Danger of. a; 
quick, ſo Curſt a Separation. MELL1oRA wal y 
in too much Diſtraction to make any Anſwer uM 57 
what he ſaid, and he had left the Room ſom t 
Moments before ſhe con'd get Spirit enough . J 
esk Wo was at the Dcor ; but when ſhe did, u m 
as much ſurpriz d to find it was MELANTHA, . be 
deſir'd to be let in, as before ſhe was frigntM P. 
at the belief it was AL VVS A, however, he imm ty 
diately ſlipt on her Night-Gown, and SlippeiM A 
and open d the Door. | me 
| | | ; | tun 
You are a ſound Sleeper Indeed (Cry'd M it 
L AN THA laughing) that all the Noiſe I hay} m 
made cou d not wake you. I have not been be: 


this time allcep (anſwer'd MRELLI ORA, but 1 
knowing you were in the Houſe, cou'd not im 
pine who it was that gave me this Diſturban' 
Iheartily ask your Pardon (ſaid MELANI 
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and I know, my Dear, 8 are too good Natur'd 
to refuſe it me, eſpecially when you know the 
Occaſion, which is ſo very Whimſical, that, as 


Grave as you are, yon cannot help being diver- 


ted with it —— But come {continu'd ſhe) get on 
your Cloths, for you muſt: go along with me. 
Where ? ſaid MELLIORA, Nay, nay, ask no 
Queſtions (reſum'd MELANTHA) but make haſt, 
every Minute that we Idle away here, loſes us 
the Diverſion of an Age. As ſhe ſpoke theſe 
Words, ſhe fell into ſuch an / exceſſive Laughter, 


| that METIL INA thought her Mad, but being far 


from Sympathizing in her Gayety; it has always 
(ſaid ſhe) been hitherto my Cuſtom to have ſome 
Reaſon for what I do, tho? in never fo trifiing an 
Affair, and you muſt excuſe me, if I do not 
break it now. Piſh (cry'd MELANTHA) you ' 
are of the oddeſt Temper, — but I will give 
you your Way for once, — provided yon ll get 
your ſelf ready in the mean time. I ſhall cer- 
tainly put on my Cloaths (ſaid MELL1os a) left 
I ſhould take cold, for I expe& you'll not per- 
mit me to ſleep any more this Night. Lou may 
be ſure of it (rejoyn'd MELANTHa.) But to tlie 
Purpoſe, — You muſt know, having an Hour or 
two on my Hands, I came this Evening to viſit 
ALGVYSA, and found her in the ſtrangeſt Hu- 
mour! — Good God! What unaccountable Crea- 
tures theſe married Women are? — Her Husband 
it ſeems had ſent her Word that he wou'd lye at 
my Brothers, and the poor loving Soul cou'd not 
bear to live a. Night without him. I ſtay'd to 
condole with her, (tho' on my Life, I cou'd ſcarce 
torbear Laughing in her Face) till it was too 
late to go Home, — About twelve a Clock ſhe 

H 2 yawn d, 
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fawn 0, ſretch'd, and grew moſt horridly out of l. 
emper; rail'd at Mankind prodigiouſſy, and t. 
curs'd Matrimony as heartily as one of Fourſcore it 
cou'd do, that had been twice a Widow, and was h 
left a Maid !— With much ado, I made her v 
Women thruſt her into Bed, and retired to a fu 
Chamber which they ſhow'd me, but I had no In- 
clination to ſleep, I remember'd my ſelf of five 1: 
or ſix Billet- Doux I had to anſwer, — a Lover, fi 
that growing fooliſhly troubleſome, I have fome ¶ u 
thoughts of diſcharging to Morrow — Another t: 
that I deſign to Countenance, to pique a third (1 
A new Suit of Cloaths, and Trimmings for n. 
the next Ball - Half a hundred New Songs 
and — a thouſand other Affairs of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to a young Lady, came into my 
Head in a Moment; and the Night being ex- 
treamly pleaſant, I ſet the Candle in the Chim- 
ney, open'd the Window, and fell to conſidering 
But JI had not been able to come to a Con- 
cluſion what I ſhould do in any one thing I was 
thinking of, before I was interrupted 1n my 
Cogitations with a Noiſe of ſomething ruſhing 
haſtily thro' the Mirtles under my Window, and 
preſently after, ſaw it was a Man going haſtily 
along toward the great Alley of the Garden, — 
At firſt J was going to cry out and alarm the Fa- 
mily, taking it for a Thief; But, Dear Me- 
1. IRA, how glad am T that I did not? — For 
who do you think, when I look'd more heedful- 
1y, I perceiv'd it was? Nay, how ſhould T know ? 
(ryd MELL 10K 4 peeviſhly, fearing the 
CounT's inadvertency had expos'd hin:{elt and 
he: to this fooliſh Woman's Curioſity) It was 
CounT D'ELMONT (reſum'd MELANTHA) IU 


lay 
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lay my Life, that he has been on ſome Intreague 
to Night: And met with a Diſappointment in 
it, by his quick Return. But prithee make 
haſt, for I — to rally him about it. What 
wou'd you do Madam? (ſaid MELLTorA) you 
wou'd not ſure go to him? Yes, (anſwer'd Mg- 
LANTHA. : I will go down into the Garden, and 
ſo ſhall you. — I know you have a Back way 
from your Chamber — Therefore lay aſide this 
unbecoming D2mureneſs, and let us go, and 
talk him to Death, You may do as you pleaſe, 
| (aid MELLIORA) but for my part, I am for 
no ſuch Frolicks. Was there ever any thing 
ſo Young, fo Formal as you are! (Rejoyn d 
MELANTHA) but I am Reſolv'd to Teaze you 
out of a Humour ſo directly oppoſite to the 
Beau-Monde, and, if you will not Conſent ta 

go down with me: I will fetch him up to your 
ng Chamber Hold: Hold, (cry'd MELLIORA 
n- WW Perceiving ſhe was going) what do you mean, 
as for Heavens ſake ſtay, what will ALovysA 
iy MW think? — I care not (reply'd the other) I have 
ſet my Heart on an hours Diverſion with him, 
it and will not be Baulk'd, if the repoſe of the 
y WM World, much leſs, that of a Jealous, filly Wife, 


—Depended on it, 
. McErLLiora ſaw into the Temper of this Ca- 


xx pricious Young Lady too well not to believe 
I. he wou'd do, as ſhe had ſaid, and perhaps, was 
ot over willing to venture her with the CounT 
e alone, at that Time of Night, and in the Hu- 
d WW mour the knew he was, therefore putting on an 
is Air more Chearful than that ſhe was Accuſtom'd 
to wear, well (fail the) I will Accompany you 
= = into 
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into the Garden, ſince it will ſo much oblige you; 
but if the Cou vx be wiſe, he will, by quitting 
the Place, as ſoon as he ſee's us, Diſappoint you 


worfe than I ſhou'd have done, If I had kept 


you here. With theſe Words ſhe took her by 
the Hand, and they went down the Stairs, 
_ the Cou x was but juſt paſt before 


H had not Power to go away, without know- 
ing who it was, that had given him that Inter- 
' Tuption, and had ſtood all this Time, on the 
upper ftep behind the Inner Door. His Vexati- 
on, and Diſdain when he heard it was MEL A N- 
HA gave him as much Pain, as his Concern 
while he believ'd it ALovys 4a, and he cou'd not 
forbear muttering a Thouſand Curſes on her Im- 
pertinence. He always diſpis d, but now ab: 
horr'd her: She had behav'd her ſelf to him in 
a Faithion, as made him ſufficiently Senſible 
the was deſirous of engaging him, and he re- 
foly'd to Mortifie by the bittereſt Slights, both 
her Pride, and Love, if 'tis proper, to call 
that ſort of liking which Agitates the Soul of 
Coguet, by that Name. 11 1 


Tux Ladies walk'd in the Garden for ſome 
time, and MELANTHA fearch'd every Buih, be. 
fore ihe found the Cov NT who ſtood Conceal d in 
the Porch, which being Cover'd with Fefſamin, 
and Fillaree, was Dark enough to hide him from 
their view, tho they had paſs'd cloſe to him 
as they came out. He had certainly remain 
there till Morning, and Diſappointed MEL A x- 
THA's ſearch in part of the Reyenge he ow'd mw 
21 1 


4 ae. wed wee of: md Fl 


ture as nothing but it's ſelf can Comprehend, 
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if his Deſires to be with MELLIoRA, on any 
Terms, had not prevaiPd, even above his Anger 

to the other. But he cou'd not ſee that Char- 
mer of his Soul, and imagine there might be yet 
an opportunity that Night of Stealing a Kiſs 
from her (now he believ'd reſiſtleſs Lips) of 
Touching her Hand ! Her Breaſt! And repeating 


ſome farther Freedoms which his late Advan- 


tage over her had given him, without being fill'd 
with Wiſhes too Fiery and too Impatient to be 


reſtrain'd. He watch'd their Turning, and when 


he ſaw that they were near an Alley which had 
another that led to it, he went round and met 


them. 


MELANTHA was overjoy'd at fight of him, 
and MELLIORA tho' equally pleas'd, was Cover'd 
with ſuch a Confuſion, at the Remembrance of 
what had paſs d, that it was happy for her that her 
Companions Volubility gave her no Room for 
Speech. There is nothing more certain than 


that Love, tho' it fills the mind with a Thou- 


ſand Charming Ideas, which thoſe untouch'd by 


that Paſſion, are not Capable of conceiving, yet 


it entirely takes away the Power of Utterance, 
and the deeper Impreſſion it had made on the 
Soul, the leſs we are able to expreſs it, when 
willing to indulge and give a looſe to Thought; 
what Language can furniſh us with Words ſuf- 
ficient, all are too poor, all wantirg both in 
Sublimity, and Softneſs, and only Fancy ! a 
Lovers Fancy : Can reach the Exalted ſoaring 
of a Lovers meaning! But, it ſo impoſſible to 


be Deſcrib'd, if of ſo Vaſt, ſo Wonderful a Na- 


how 
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how much more Impoſſible muſt it be entirely 
to Conceal it! What Strength of Boaſted Rea- 
ſon? What Force of Reſolution 2 What modeſt 
Fears, or Cunning Artifice can Correct the fierce- 
neſs of it's Fiery Flaſhes in the Eyes, keep 
down the Strugling ſighs, Command the pulſe, 
and bid the Trembling, Ceaſe ? Honour, and 
Virtue may diſtance Bodies, but there is no 
Power in either of thoſe Names, to ſtop 
the Spring that with a rapid whirl Tranſports 


us from our ſelves, and darts our Souls into the 


Boſom of the Darling Object: This may ſeem 
Strange to many, even of thoſe who call, and per- 
haps believe that they are Lovers, but the few 
who have Delicacy enough to feel what I 
but 1imper:efly attempt to ſpeak, will Acknow- 


ledge it for ruth, and Pity the Diſtreſs of 


MELLIGRA. 


As they were paſſing thro a walk with Trees 


on each ſide, whoſe Intermingling Boughs niade 
a Friendly Darkneſs, and every thing Undiſtin- 
guiſhable, the Amorous D'EL MONT throwing his 
eager Arms round the waſt of his (no leſs Tran- 
ſported) METILIORA, and Printing Burning 
Kiſſes on her Neck, reap'd painful Pleaſure, 
and Created in her, a Racking kind of Extaſie, 
which might perhaps, had they been now alone, 
ci by her deſires were little different from 
11S. | 


AFTER MELANTHA had vented part of the 
Raillery, the was ſo big with, on the CounT, 
which he but little regarded, being wholly taken 
up with other Thouhgts, ſhe propos'd, going in- 

| | | — WO 
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to the Wilderneſs, which was at the farther. 


to it. Come my Lord (ſaid ſhe) to the Cour vou 
are Melancholy, 1 have Thought of a way 
which will either Indulge the Humour you are 
in, or Divert it, as you ſhall chuſe: There are 
ſeveral little paths in this Wilderneſs, let us 
take each a ſeparate one, and when we meet, 


which ſhall be here, where we part, agree to 


. 


tell an entertaining Story, which whoever fails 


in, ſhall be Doom'd to the Puniſhment of be- 
ing left here all Night: The Count at theſe 
| Words, forgot all his Animoſity, and was ready 


to hng her for this Propoſal; MTL T10RA did a 
little oppoſe it; but the others were too Pow- 


| erful, and ſhe was forc'd to ſubmit - Thou art 


the Dulleſt Creature, I lay my Life my Lord; 
(Cry'd MELANTHA, taking hold of the CounT 
in a gay manner) that it falls to her Lot to ftay 


in the Wilderneſs : Oh Madam, (reply'd the 


Count) you are too ſevere, we ought always 


to ſuſpend our Judgment till after the Tryal, 
which J confeſs my ſelf fo pleas'd with, that 1 
am Impatient for it's Comin 


| Co) on Well then 
(ſaid ſne Laughing) farewel for half an hour: 
Agreed (Cry'd the COUNT) and walked away: 
MEeLanTHA ſaw which way he went, and 
took another Path, leaving MELL1ORA to go 
forward in that, in which they were, but I be- 
lieve the Reader will eaſily imagine that ſhe 


was not long to Enjoy the Priviledge of her 
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AFTER the CounT had gone ſome few Paces, 
he planted himſelf behind a Thicket, which 
while it hid him, gave him the opportunity 
of obſerving them, and when he found the Coaſt 
Clear, ruſh'd out, and with unhurting Gripe, 
ſeiz'd once more on the Unguarded Prey. Bleſt 
Turn of Fortune (ſaid he in a Rapture), Happy, 
happy Moment! —— Loſt, loſt MELL1oka, 
(faid ſhe) moſt unhappy Maid! ——Oh why, 
why my Lord, this Quick Return? This 1s 
no place to anſwer thee (reſum'd he taking her 
in his Arms, and Bearing her behind that Thic- 

ket, where himſelf had ſtood) *twas in vain for 
her to reſiſt, if ſhe had, had the Power over 
her Inclinations, *till he ſetting her ſoftly down, 
and beginning to Careſs ber, in the manner he 
had done, when ſhe was in Bed, ſhe aſſum' 
Strength enough to raiſe her ſelf a little, and 
. Catching hold of his Tranſgreſſing Hands, laid 
her Face on em, and Bath'd 'em in a Shower of 
Tears: O! D'tLMoNT (ſaid ſhe) Cruel D*er- 
MONT! Will you then take Advantage of ny 
Weakneſs? I Confeſs I feel for yon, a Paſſion 
far beyond all, that yet, ever bore the Name of 
Love, that I no longer can withſtand the 
too Powerful Magick of your Eyes, nor deny at 
any thing that Charming Tongue can ask. but _ 
now's the Time to prove your ſelf the Herce, N 
ſubdue =_ ſelf, as you have Conquer'd me, N 
be ſatisfied with Vanquiſhing my Soul, fix ther ap 
your Throne, but leave my Honour free! Life f 
of my Lite (Cry'd he) wound me no more by ai. 
ſuch untimely Sorrows : I Cannot bear thy Tears il 
by Heaven they {ink in to my Soul, and quite 
unman 
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unman me, but tell me (Continu'd he Tenderly 
Kiſſing her) Cou'dſt thou, with all this Love, 
this Char ming Something more then ſoft- 
neſs — Cou'dſt thou I ſay, Conſent to ſee me 
Pale and Dead, Stretch'd at thy Feet, Con- 
ſum'd with inward Burnings, rather than bleſt, 
than rais'd by Love, and Thee, to all a Deity 
in thy Embraces: For O! Believe me when I 
ſwear, that *tis impoſſible to Live without thee. 
No more, no more (ſaid ſhe letting her Head fall 
gently on his Breaſt) too eaſily I gueſs thy ſuf- 
ferings by my own. But yet, D'ELMoNT *tis 
better to Die in Innocence, than to Live in 


| Guilt. O! why (Reſum'd he, ſighing as if his 


Heart wou'd burft) thou'd what we can't avoid, 
be call'd a Crime ? Be Witneſs for me Heaven ! 
How much J have Strugl'd with this rifing Paſ- 
ſion, even to Madneſs Struggl'd ! — But in 
Vain, the Mounting Flame Blazes the more, 
the more I wou'd ſuppreſs it — My very Souls 
on Fire — I cannot bear it — Oh MELLIS RA 
Did'ſt thou but know the Thouſandth part, of 
what this Moment I endure, the ſtrong Convul- 
ſions of my Warring Thoughts, thy Heart Steel'd 
as it is, and Froſt'd round with Virtue, wou'd 
burſt it's Icy ſnield and melt in Tears of Blood 
to pity me. Unkind and Cruel! (an{wer'd the) do 
Do I not bear, 
at leaſt, an equal ſhare in all your Agonies? 
—— Haſt thou no Charms — Or have not I a 
Heart? —— A moſt Suſceptible, and Tender 
Heart? -— Yes, you may feel it Throb, it beats 
againſt my Breaſt, like an Impriſon'd Bird, and 
fain wou'd burſt it's Cage! to fly to yon, the 
aim of all it's Wiſhes! —— Oh D*ELMoNT ! 
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ing the Effects of the violent Tranſport, he had f 
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with theſe Words ſhe ſunk wholly ints 0 
his Arms unable to ſpeak more: Nor was he p 
leſs Diſoly'd in Rapture, both their Souls feem'd M1 
to take Wing together, and left their Bodies g 
Motionleſs, as unworthy to bear a part in theif 
ee tf it. 


Bur D'eLMONT at his returning Senſe, repent. 


been in, now was preparing to take from the reſiſt- Ml 8: 
leſs ML L IOR A, the laſt, and only remaining proof ir 
that ſhe was all his own, when MRIL ANT HA (who tk 
had Contriv'd this Separation only with a De- Mt © 
ſign to be alone with the CounT, and had care- Wh © 
fully obſerv*d which way he took) was coming 
towards them. The ruſtling of her Clotls a- 
mong the Buſhes, gave the Diſappointed Couple 
leave to riſe from the Poſture they were in, and 
MELL1oRa to abſcond behind a Tree, before 


ſhe cou'd come near enough to diſcern who was ba 
there. VVV TE . + 

? - | W. 
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MELANTHA, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Couvxr, Ml 7 
put on an Air of Surprize, as if it were but by Pe 


Chance, that ſhe was come into his walk, and 
Laughing with a viſible Affection, bleſs me! 
You here, my Lord! (ſaid ſhe) I vow this has 
the look of Ailgnation, but I hope you yi 


not be fo vain as to believe I came on purpoſe of 
to ſeek you. No Madam (anſwer'd he coldly) 5 


J have not the leaſt Thought of being ſo happy. 


Lord! You are ſtrangely grave (Rejoyn'd ihe) Po 
but ſuppoſe JI really had come with a Deſign 
to meet you, what kind of a Reception migat 
1 have expected? I know no Reaſon Madam to 
n 5 : 6k „ 3 oy þ 45 (aid 4 
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(ſaid he) that can oblige me to Entertain 4 Sup- 
he poſition ſo unlikely. Well then (reſum' d. ſhe) 
nd l put it paſt a Suppoſition, and tell you 
dies plainly, that I did walk this way on purpoſe to 
Pirert your Spleen. I am ſorry (reply'd he, 

tir d to Death with her Impertinence) that you 
are Diſappointed z for I am not in a Humour at 
preſent, of receiving any Diverſion, Fie (ſaid 
ſhe) is this an anſwer for the Gay, Gallant, En- 
gaging CounT DELMONT, to give a Lady who 
makes a Declaration of Admiring him —— Who 
thinks it not too much to make the firſt Advan- 
ces, and who wou'd believe her ſelf fully Re- 
| compenc'd for breaking thro' the nice Decorums 
| of her Sex, if he Receiv'd it kindly Ma- 
dam (ſaid he, not a little amaz'd at her Impru- 
dence) I know of no ſuch Perſon, or if I did, I 
muſt confeſs, ſhou'd be very much puzled how 
eto behave in an Adventure fo uncommon : Piſh 
as (anſwer'd ſhe, growing vext at his Coldneſs) 1 
know that ſuch Adventures are not uncommon 
| with you: Tm not to Learn the Story of AL o- 
7, vs, and if you had not been firſt Addreſs'd, 
perhaps might have been *till now unmarried. 
Well Madam (ſaid he, more out of Humour) 
put the Caſe that what yog ſay were true, I am 
Married; and therefore, 1 ſhe) you 
ought to be better acquainted with the Temper 
of our Sex, and know that a Woman, where 
ſhe fays ſhe Loves, Expects a Thouſand fine 
Things in Return. But there is more than a 
poſſibility (anſwer'd he) of her being Diſappoint- 
ed, and methinks Madam, a Lady of your 
| Gaity ſhou'd be Converſant enough with Poetry, 
to Remember theſe too Lines of a famous En- 
_ „„ EE et All 


62 Lovein Exceſs: Or, 
"I | 


All Naturally fly, what does Pur ſus 
Tis fit Men ſbon d be Coy, when Women Woe. 


5 Mer anTHA was fretted to the Heart to find 
him fo inſenſible, but not being one of thoſe 
who are apt to repent any thing they have done, 


ſhe, only pretended to fall into a violent fit of 


Laughter, and when ſhe came out of it, I Con- 
feſs ({aid ihe) that I have loſt my Aim, which 
was, to make you believe I was Dying for Love 
of you, raiſe you to the higheſt degree of Expe- 
Etation, and then have the Pleaſure of Baulk: 
ing you at once, by letting you know the jeſt, 
hut your Lordſhip is too hard for me, even 
at my own Weapon, Ridicule! I am mightily 
obliged to you Madam (anſwer'd he, more brisk- 
ly than before) for your Intention; however, 
but *tis probable, if I con'd have been drawn 
into a belief that yon were in Earneſt, I might, 
at ſuch a Time, and ſuch a Place as this, have 
taken ſome Meaſures which wou'd have ſuſlicient- 
ty Reveng'd me on you-—But come Madam, 
(Continu'd he) the Morning begins to break, if 
yon pleaſe we will find out MELLIoRA, and 
go into the Houſe :,As he ſpoke theſe Words, 
they perceiv'd her Sming towards them, wuo 
had only taken a little round to meet 'em, and 
they all three made what haſt they cou'd in, 
CounT D'ELMONT asked a formal leave of 
MELL1ORAa to go thro' her Chamber, none of 
the Servants being yet ſtirring, to let him into 
the Houſe any other way, which being granted, 
he cou'd not help ſighing as he paſſed by the 
Bed, where he had been lately fo Cruelly Diſ- 
þ | | appointed, 
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appointed, but had no opportunity to ſpeak his 
Thoughts at that time to MELLIvRA, 


Tye COUNT rung for his Gentleman to riſe 
to undreſs him, and order'd him to ſend ſome- 
body to take care of his Horſe, and went to 
Bed, ALOVYSA was very much ſurpriz d at 
his return from the Barons at ſo unſeaſonable 
an hour, but much more ſo, when in the Morn- 
ing, MELANTHA came Laughing into the 
Chamber, and told her, all that ſhe knew of 
the Adventure of the Night before; her old fit 
of Jealouſie now reſum'd it's Dominion in her 
Soul, ſhe cou'd not forbear thinking, that there 
was ſomething more in it, than MELANTHA 
had Diſcover'd : And preſently imagin'd that 
her Hnsband ſtay'd not at the Baron s, becauſe 
ſhe was abroad, but ſhe was more Confirm'd in 
this Opinion, when MtErLANTHA calling for 
her Coach to go home; the Cour told her 
that he wou' d Accompany her thither, having 
it urgent buſineſs with her Brother. Tis almoſt 
nd impoſſible to gueſs the rage ALovy $Aawas in, but 
dg ſhe Difſembled it till they were gone, then 

going to MELLIORA “s Chamber, the vented 
nd part of it there, and began to queſtion her 
in. about their Behaviour in the Wilderneſs. Tho? 
of W MEeLLIoka was glad to find, ſince ſhe was 
of WW Jealous, that ſhe was Jealous of any Body 
to rather than her ſelf, yet ſhe ſaid all that ihe 
d, cou'd, to perſwade her, that ſhe had no Rea- 
de fon to be uneaſie. | WEED 


d Pyr ALovysa was always of too fiery a 
Nature to liſten patiently to any thing cou d 
0 . be 
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thought her ſelf, in a manner Confirm'd : For. 


that I cou'd tear the tender folly from my Heart 
with Words as ſoft as Love can Form, I urg: 
him to Diſcloſe the Cauſe of his Diſquiet, he 
anſwers but in ſighs, and turns away: Perhaps 
(reply'd MELL1oRka) his Temper Naturally | 
Gloomy, and Love it ſelf, has ſcarce the Powe 
to alter Nature. Oh no, (Interrupted ALovy: 
.84) far from it: Had I ne'er known him other: 
wiſe, I cou'd forgive what now I know, but be 
was once as kind as tender Mothers to their ney 
Born Babes, and fond as the firſt Wiſhes of De 


Approach'd me, when abſent. but an Hour 
— Hadſt thou e're ſeen him in thoſe Day 
of Joy, even thou, Cold, Cloyſter d Maid, mu 
bave ador'd him ! What Majeſty, then ſat upon 
his Brow ? — What Matchleſs Glories ſhone 
around him: —---Miriads, of Cupids, ſhot refif: 
leſs Darts in every Glance, - 


| Muſick than the Poets Orpheus! When e're he 
_ ſpoke, methonght the Air ſeem'd Charm'd, the 
Winds forgot to blow, all Nature liſtn'd, and 


64 Lowe in Exceſs : Or, 


up, tho' it were with never ſo little an Appear ſſl & 
ance of Reaſon, but much more now, when ſhell ww: 


bear (ſaid ſhe) Dear MELL10Ra to take the part 
of perfidy : I know he hates me, I read it in 
his Eyes, and feel it on his Lips, all day he 
muns my Converſe, and at night, Colder than 
Ice receives my warm Embraces, and when, (ol 


El 


firing Youth : Oh! With what eagerneſs has be 


r fed Mi fapy hol ed 9D 


= -A &5 


—— His Voice, 
when ſoftned in Amorons Accents, boaſted more 


like ALovysa melted into Tranſport —— But 
he is Chang'd in all —— The Heroe, and the 


— — 4 FC} _fauſ 


Lover are Extinct, and all that's left, of the 
ET... eee 
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once Gay D'ELMoNT, is à dull Senceleſs Pi- 
cture: MELLIckA was too Senſibly Touch'd 
with this Diſcourſe, to be able preſently to 
make any anſwer to it, and ſhe cou'd not for- 
bear Accompanying her in Tears, while Al V- 
$4 renew'd her Complaints in this manner, his 
Heart (ſaid ſne) his Heart is loſt, for ever Ra- 
viſh'd from me, that boſom, where I had Trea- 
ſur'd all my Joys, my Hopes, my Wiſhes, now 
Burns and Pants, with Longings for a Rival, 
Curſt, Curſt MELANTHA, by Heaven they are 
even Impudent in Guilt, they Toy, they Kiſs, 
and make Aſſignations before my Face, and 
this Tyrant Husband Braves me with his falſe- 
ſhood, and thinks to Awe me into Calmneſs, 
But 2 if I endure it ——- No (Continu'd ihe 
ſtamping, and walking about the Room in a 
Diſſorder d Motion) III be no longer the Tame 
eaſie wretch I have been — All France ſhall 
Eccho with my Wrongs —— The Ungrateful 
Monſter ! — Villain, whoſe well nigh waſted 
Stream of Wealth had dry'd, but for my kind of 
ſupply, ſhall he Enſlave me Oh MELL 1- 
oA ſhun the Marriage Bed, as thou wou'dſt a 
Serpent's Den, more Ruinous, more Poyſonous 
far, is Man. TS „ 


Tw As in vain that MELL tox A endeavour'd 
to pacifie her, ſhe continu'd in this Humour all 
Day, and in the Evening receiv'd a conſiderable 
Addition to her former Diſquiet: The CounT 
ſent a Servant of the Barons (having not taken 
any of his own with him) to acquaint her, that 
he ſhou'd not be at home that Night. *Tis well 
(ſaid ſhe ready to burſt with Rage) let the CounT 
= K know 


— — 


E6 | Lowe in Exceſs: _ 


know that I can change as well as he, and ſhall 

excuſe his abſence tho it laſts to all Eternity, 
(go Continu'd ſhe, ſeems him ſurpriz d) deliver 
this Meſſage, and withal, aſſure him, that what 
J ſay, I mean, She had ſcarce made an end of 
theſe Words, when ſhe flung out of the Room, 
unable to utter more, and lock'd her ſelf into 
her Chamber, leaving MELLIORA no leſs Di. 
ſtracted, tho' for Different Reaſons, to retire 
to her's. 3 Fe 


SHE had not till now, had a Moments time 
for Refiection ſince her Adventure in the Wil. 
derneſs, and the Remembrance of it, joyn'd 
with the Difpair, and Grief of AL OVV SA, which 
ſhe knew her ſelf the ſole occaſion of, threw 
her into moſt Terrible Agonies. She was ready 
to Die with ſhame, when ſhe Conſider'd how 
much the ſecret of her Soul was laid open to him, 
who of all the World ſhe ought moſt to have 
Conceal'd it from, and with remorſe, for the 
Miſeries her fatal Beauty was like to bring on 
| q Family for whom ſhe had the greateſt Friend- 

IP. | 


Bor theſe Thoughts ſoon gave way to ano- 
ther, equally as ſhocking, ſhe was preſent when 
the Servant brought word the Cour wou'd 
lie abroad, and had all the Reaſon imaginable 
to believe that Meſſage was only a feint, that 
he might have an opportunity to come unob- 
ſerv'd to her Chamber, as he had done the 
Night before. She Cou'd not preſently gueſs 
by what means he had got in, and therefore 
was at a Joſs how to prevent him, *till Recol- 

| $2 lecting 
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ſecting all the Circumſtances of that Tender 
interview, ſhe Remembred that when MEL a N- 
aa had ſurpriz d them, he made his Eſcape 
yy the back Stairs into the Garden, and that 


0 hen they went down, the Door was Lock d: 
45 Therefore Concluded it muſt be by a Key, that 


e had gaind Admittance : And began to ſet 
er Invention to Work, how to keep this Dan- 
zerous Enemy to her Honour, from coming in, a 
econd Time. She had no Keys that were large 
nough to fill the Wards, and 3f ſhe had put one 
n, on the inſide, it wou'd have fallen out im- 


_—_— on the leaſt touch, but at laſt, after 
Pa rying ſeveral ways, ſhe tore her Hankerchief 


mo ſmall pieces, and thruſt it into the hole 
ith her Busk, ſo hard that it was Impoſſible for 
ny Key to enter. 1 


Mer L TRA thought ſhe had done a very Ho- 
ick Action, and ſat her ſelf down on the Bed- 


55 de in a pleas'd 3 of the Conqueſt, 
1 he believ'd her Virtue had gain'd over her Paſ- 


on: But Alas! How little did the know the true 
tate of her own heart? She n::{ooner hearda little 
oiſe at the Door, as preſently after ſhe did, 
ut ſhe thought it was the COUNT, and began 
o tremble, not with fear, but deſire. 


8 Ir was indeed CounT D'ELMONT who had 
5 orrow?d Horſes and a Servant of the Baron, and 


Ot into the Garden as before, but with a much 


Pireater Aſſurance now of making himſelf entire- 
5 y happy in the Gratification of his utmoſt 


1ſhes. But 'tis impoſſible to Reprefent the 
reatneſs of his Vexation and Surprize, when 
Ii his Efforts to open the Door, were in vain ; 


5 | K 2 | He 


68 Leve in Exceſs: Or, 


He found ſomething had been done to the Lock 
but coy'd not Difcover what, nor by any means re. 
move the obſtacle which MELL 1oRA had put 
there. She, on the other hand was in all the 
Confuſion. . imaginable : Sometimes prompted 
by the Violence of her Paſſion, ſhe wou'd run 
to the Door, reſolving to open it, and then, 
frighted with the Apprehenfion of what woe 
be the Conſequence, as haſtily fly from it: If 
he had ftay'd much longer, tis poſſible Love 
wou'd have got the better of all other Conſide. 
rations, but a light appearipg on the other {ide 
of the Garden, oblig'd the thrice Diſappoint. 
ment Lover to quit his Poſt. He had ſent away 
the Horſes by the Servant who came with him 
and had no opportunity of going to the Baron 
that Night, ſo came to his own Fore-Gate, and 
Thunder'd with a Force, ſuitable to the Fury 
he was poſſeſt with; it was preſently open'd 
moſt of the Family being up. ALoyY SA hat 
ray « her ſelf into Fits, and her diſorder Cres. 
ted full Employment for the Servants, wiv 
buſily running about the Houſe with Candles 
fetching things for her occaſion'd that Reflection 
which he had fee, © 5 


Tux Cour was told of his Ladies Indi- 
poſit ion, but he thonght he had ſufficient pre. 
tence not to come where ſhe was, after the Mel 
{age ihe had ſent him by the Baron Servant, 
and order'd a Bed to be made ready for him u 
another Chamber, 3 


,, . . ES oe 


ALovY 84 ſoon heard he was come in, and it 
was with much ado, that her Women prevail « 
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on her not to riſe and go to him that Moment, 
ſo little did ſhe Remember what ſhe had ſaid. 
She paſs'd the Night in moſt Terrible Inquie- 
tudes, and early in the Morning went to his 
Chamber, but finding it ſhut, ſhe was oblig'd 
to wait, tho? with a World of Impatience, till 

ſhe heard he was ftirring, which not being till 

towards Noon, ſhe ſpent all that Time in Confi- 
dering how ſhe ſhou'd Accoſt him. 


— 


As ſoon as the Servant whom ſhe had order'd | 


to watch, brought her Word that his Lord was 
| Dreſſing, ſhe went into the Room, there was 


no body with him but his Gentleman, and he 
withdrawing out of Reſpect, 1magining by both 
their Countenances there might ſomething be 
ſaid, not proper for him to hear. I ſee (ſaid 
ſhe) my Preſence is unwiſh'd, but I have learn d 
from you to ſcorn Conſtraint, and as you open- 
ly avow your falſhood, I ſhall my Indig- 
nation, and my juſt Diſdain | Madam (anſwer d 
he, ſullenly) if you have any thing to reproach 
me with, you cou'd not have choſe a more un- 
lucky Time for it, than this, nor was I ever leſs 
diſpos'd to give you Satisfaction. No, Barba- 
rous Cold Inſulter ! (reſum'd ſhe) I had not the 


leaſt hope you wou d, I find that I am grown ſo low 


in your Eſteem, I am not worth pains of an 
Invention, — By Heaven, this Damn'd indif- 
ference is worſe than the moſt vile Abuſe! 
'Tis plain Contempt O that I cou'd reſent 
it as I ought —— Then Sword, or Poiſon ſhou'd 
revenge me -— Why, why am I ſo Curſt to 
Love you ſtill? — O that thoſe Fiends (con- 


tinu'd ſhe, burſting into Tears) that have De. 


form'd 


Love in Exceſs : Or, 


| 5 


| form'd thy Soul, wou'd Change thy Perſon too, 
turn every Charm to horrid Blackneſs, grim as 


thy Cruelty, and foul as thy Ingratitude, to free 
that Heart, thy Perjury has ruin'd, I thought 
Madam (ſaid he, with, an Accent Malicioufly 
Tronical) that you had thrown off, even the Ap- 


pearances of Love for me, by the Meſſage you 
O thou Tormenter (In- 


a 


fent me Yeſterday 
terrupted ſhe) haſt thou not wrong'd me in the 
Tendereſt point, driven me to the laſt Degree of 
Miſery ! to Madneſs ! — To Diſpair? And 


doſt thou . Can't thou Reproach me for 


Complaining ? —— Your Coldneſs, your un- 


kindnefs ſtung me to the Soul, aud then I ſaid, 


I know not what--- But I Remember well, that I 
wou'd have ſeem'd Careleſs, and Indifferent 


like you. You need not (reply'd. he) give your 


ſelf the trouble of an Apology, I have no deſign 
to make a Quarrel of it: And wiſh, for both 
our Peace, you cou'd as eaſily moderate your 
Paſſions, as I can mine, and that you may the 
better doſo, I leave you to reflect on what I 
have ſaid, and the little Reaſon I have ever gi- 
ven you, for ſuch Imtemperance. He left the 
Chamber with theſe Words, which inſtead of 
Quelling, more Enflam'd ALovys4's Rage. 
She threw her ſelf down into an Elbow Chair 
that ſtood there, and gave a looſe to the Tempeſt 
of her Soul : Sometimes ſhe Curſt, and vow'd 
the  bittereſt Revenge: Sometimes ſhe wept, 
and at others, was Reſolv'd to fly to Death, 


the only Remedy for negle&ed Love: In the 


midſt of theſe Confus'd Meditations, caſting her 

Eye on a Table by her, the ſaw Paper and ſome- 

thing written on it, which haſtily taking up, 
a 5 foun 
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found it the CounT's Character, and read (to 
her Inexpreſſible Torment) theſe Lines. | 


The Diſpairing D'ELMONT to his 
1009» Repenting Charmer: 
_ H AT Cruel Star laft Night, had In- 


ence over my Inhumane Dear ? Say, to what 


Canſe muſt I Aſcribe, my Fatal Diſappointment ? 
For I wou'd fain believe I owe it not to Thee! 

Such an Aclion, after what thou haſt Confeſt, I cou d 
expect from nothing but a Creature of MELANTHA'S | 
Tiny Ws tis too much of the vain Coquet, and 

indeed, too much- of the Filt, for my Adorable to 
be guilty of — And yet—— Oh how ſhall I excuſe 
thee *-— When every thing was buſh'd, Darkneſs 
my Friend, and all my Wifhes rais d, when every 
Nerve Irembled with Fierce Deſires, and my Pulſe 
beat a call to Love, or Death, — (For if Inot enjoy 
thee, that will ſoon arrive) then, then what, but 
thy felf, forgetting all thy Vows, thy Tender Vows 
of the moſt Ardent Paſfion, cou'd have Deſtroy- 
ed my Hopes © —— Oh where was then that Love 
which lately Flatter'd my fond doating Soul, when 
ning, dying in my Arms, my Charmer lay! And 
ſuffer'd me to reap each Prologue favour to the 
greateſt Bliſs. But they are paſt, and rigid Ho- 
nour ſtands to Guard thoſe joys which ——— ——— 


 THreRE was no more written, but there 
needed no more to make-ALovysAa, before half 


Diſtracted, now quite ſo. She was now Con- 


vinc'd that ſhe had a much more Dangerous 
Rival than MELANTHA, and her Cuofity 
| V. 0 
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might be called reviling, and had ſo little re. 


The took a wrong method) to bring him to 


of one, by the Aid of Reaſon may avoid. Stef tre 


7 Lowe in Exceſ. fs Or, 


who it might be, was not much leſs Trou f 
bleſome to her than her other Paſſions. 


"Sn = was going to ſeek her Husband with this 
Teſtimony of his Infidelity in her Hand, when 
he, remembring he had left it there, was coming b 
haſtily back to fetch it. The Exceſs of Fury : 
which ſhe met him with, is hardly to be ima. 
gin'd, ihe upbraided him in ſuch a Faih ion 2 


ard to good Manners, or even Decency in what 
Me Cad, that it Diſſipated all the Confuſion he 
was in at firſt, to ſee ſo plain a proof againſt hin 
in her Hands, and rouz'd him to a Rage not 
much Inferior to her's. She Endeavour'd (tho 


Confeſſion, he had done amiſs, and he, to lay 
the Tempeſt of her Tongue by Storming loudes 
but neither ſucceeded in their with - And he, ſtung 
with the bitterneſs of her Reproaches, and tire 
with Clamour, at laſt flung from her with a $% 


Jemn Vow never to Eat, or Sleep with ha m 
more. 
th 


A Wires if equally haughty and Jealous, i Be 
leſs fond than ALovySA will ſcarce be able to 
Comprehend the Greatneſs of her Suffering: | 
And it is not to be wonder'd at, that ſhe, ſo v. he. 


olent in all her Paſſions, and Agitated by e me 


many, at once, Committed a Thonſand Extra un 
vagancies, which thoſe who know the force bu 2: 


tore down the CousT's Picture which hung ii Al 
the Room, and Stamp'd on it, then the Lettet, 2 


her own Cloths, and Hair, and whoever 5 
| | „ 
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ſeen her in that Poſture wou'd have thought ſhe - 
appear'd more like what the Furies are repre- 
ſented to be, than a Woman. 


THE Cour when he took leave the Night 
before of the Baron D'EsPERNAY, had promis d 
to return to him in the Morning, and give him 
an Acconnt of his Adventure with MELLIoR&, 
but the Vexation of his Diſappointment, and 
Qrarrel with his Wife, having hindred him all 
this Time, the Baron came to his Houſe, Impa- 
tient to know the ſucceſs of an affair on which 
his. own hopes depended. He was told by the 
Servants that their Lord was above, and run- 
ning haſtily up without Ceremony, the fi:{t Per- 
o 1 fon he ſaw was ALovysa, in the Condition ! 
lay have diſcrib'd. N . 


ung | THE Baron had Paſſionately Lov'd this Lady 
irel from the firſt Moment he had ſeen her, but it 
& was with that fort of Love, which conſiders 
her more it's own Gratification than the Intereſt, or 
quiet of the object Beloved. He imagin'd by 
tne Wildneſs of ALovysA's Countenance and 
Behaviour that the CounT had given her ſome 
Extraordinary. occaſion of Diſtaſt, and was ſo 
far from being troubled at the Sorrow he. be- 
held her in,that he rejoyc'd in it, as the Advance- 
ment of his Deſigns. But he wanted not cun- 
ning to diſguiſe his Sentiments, and Approach- 
ing her with a Tender, and Submjiſive Air, En- 
treated her to tell him the Cauſe of her Diſorder. 
ALovys$4 had always conſidef'd him as a Per- 
fon of worth, and ore who was entitled to her 
Eſteem by the vaſt 3 he always paid her, 
1 | | and 
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and the Admiration, which on every opportuni- 
ty, he Expreſt for her Wit and Beauty. She 
was not perhaps far from gueſſing the Extent of 


his Deſires, by ſome looks, and private Glances 


he had given her,and notwithſtanding herPaſlion, 
for the CouNT, was too vain to be offended at 
it. On the Contrary, it pleas'd her Pride, and 
Confirm'd her in the good Opinion ſhe had of 
her ſelf, to think a Man of his Senſe ſhou'd be 
CompelFd by the force of her Irreſiſtable At- 
tract ions to adore, and to Diſpair, and there- 
fore made no Difficulty of Disburthening all the 
Anguiſh of her Soul, in the Boſom of this, as 
ſhe believ'd, ſo faithful Friend. 'Þ 


THE Baron ſeem' to receive this Declaration 
of her wrongs, with all Imaginable concern : 
And accus'd the CounT of Stupidity in ſo lit- 
tle knowing the value of a Jewel he was Maſter 
of, and gave her ſome hints, that he was not 
un ſenſible who the Lady was, that had been the 
Cauſe of it, which ALovysA preſently taking 

hold on, O ſpeak her Name (ſaid ſhe) Quick, 
let me know her, or own thy Friendihip was but 
feign'd to undo me, and that thou hat'ſt the 
wretched ALovysAa. O far (reſum'd he) far be 
ſuch thought, firſt let me Die, to prove my Zeal 
my Faith, 1incere to you, who only next 
to Heaven, are worthy Adoration — But for- 
give me if I ſay, in this, you mnſt not be obey'd. 
O wiy? Said ihe, perhaps, (anſwer'd he) I am a 
truſted Perſon —— A Confident, and if I ſhould 

reveal the ſecret of my Friend, I know, tho 
vou approv d the Treachery, you wou'd deteſt 
the Traytor, O! never (rejoyn'd the . 
| ently 
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ently) 'twou'd be a Service, more than the 


whole Study of my Life can pay. Amn I not 


Rack'd, —Stab'd—- And Mangled in Idea? By 
ſome dark Hand ſhaded with Night and Igno- 
rance, and jhon d I not be grateful for a Friend- 
ly clue to guide me from this Labyrinth of 
Doubt, to a full day of certainty, where all the 


feind may ſtand expos'd before me, and I have 


Scope to Execute my Vengeance. Beſides continu'd 
ihe, finding he was ſilent and ſeemingly Ex- 


treamly mov'd at what ſhe ſaid) tis joyning in 
the Cauſe of Guilt to hide her from me Come, 
you muſt tell me— Your Honour ſuffers elſe 


Both that, and pity, plead the Injur'd's 
Cauſe. Alas (ſaid he) Honour can ne'er conſent 
to a Diſcovery of what, with Solemn vows [ 


have promis'd to Conceal, but Oh — There is 


ſomething in my Soul, more Powerful, which 
fays, that ALovY SA. muſt not be deny'd. Why 
then (cry'd ſhe) do you delay? Why keep me 
on the Rack, when one ſhort word wou'd eaſe me 


of my Torment? I have Conſider'd (an{wer'd 


he after a pauſe) Madam, you ſhall be 


ſatisfied, depend on it you ſhall, tho' not this 


Moment, you ſhall have greater Proofs than 


words can give you - Occular Demonſtration 
ſhall ſtrike Denial Dumb. What mean you? 
Interrupted the, you ſhall behold (ſaid he) tie 
Guilty pair, Link'd in each others Arnis. Oh 


ESPERNAY (rejoyn'd ſhe) coud'ſt thou do that? 


—---"Tis eaſie (anſwer'd he) as I can order Mat- 


ters — But longer Conferrenee may render me 


ſuſpected — III go ſeek the CounT, for he 


muſt be my Engine to betray himſelf — In a 
Day or two, at fartheſt you thall enjoy all the 


| Revenge Detection can beſtow. 


1 2 1 
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— ALovYs4 wou'd fain have perſwaded him to 
Have told her the Name of her Rival, in part of 
that full Conviction he had promis d her, but in 

vain, and ſhe was oblig'd to leave the Iſſue of 
this Affair entirely to his Management. 


Tune Baron was Extreamly pleag'd with the 
| Progreſs he had made, and did not doubt but for 
the purchaſe of this ſecret he ſhou'd obtain 
every thing he deſired of ALovysa. He found 
 CounT D*ELMONT full of troubled and per- 
plexed Thoughts, and when he had heard the 
Hiſtory of his Diſappointment : I am ſorry to 
hear (ſaid he) that the fooliſh Girl does not know 
her own mind But come (my Lord continu- 
ed he, after a little pauſe) do not ſuffer your | 
{elf to fink beneath a Caprice, which all thoſe 
who Converſe much with that Sex muſt fre- 
quently meet with I have a Contrivance in 
my Head, that cannot fail to render all her pce- 
viſh Virtue fruſtrate: And make her happy in 
her own Diſpite. Oh Es PERNAYI (Reply 'd 
the Cour) thou talkeſt as Friendſhip Prompts 
thee, I know thou wiſheſt my Suceeſs, but Alas! 
So many, and ſuch unforeſeen Accidents have 
happen'd hitherto to prevent me, that I begin to 
think the Hand of Fate has ſet me down for 
Loit. For ſhame my Lord (Intęrrupted the Ba- 
20) be not ſo poor in Spirit Once more 
J tell you that the ſhall be yours — A Day or 
two ſhall make her fo And becauſe I know 
vou Loyers are unbelieving, and impatient — 
I will Communicate the means. A Ball, and 
Entertainment ſhall be provided at my Houle, 
7 1 "ho . . : "Ys : 13 s 77 4 L | to 
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to which, all the Neighbouring People of Con- 
dition ſhall be envited, amongſt the number 
your ſelf, 2 Lady, and MELLIORA; it will 
be late before *tis done, and I muſt. perſwade 

your Family, and ſome others who live farthe 

off (to Countenance the Deſign) to ſtay all 
Night, all that you have to do, is to keep up 
your Reſentment to ALovysA that you may 
= a pretence to ſleep from her: I Hall take 
care to have MELLIORA plac'd where no Im- 
pediment may Bar your Entrance. Impoſſible 
Suggeſtion / (Cry'd D'ELMONT ſhaking his Head) 
ALCcvYSA is in too much Rage of Temper to 
liſten to ſuch an Invitation , and without her, 
we muſt not hope for MELLIoka. How Indu- 
ſtrious are you (Reſum'd the Baron) to Create 
Difficulties where there is none: Tho' I Con- 
feſs this may have, to you, a Reaſonable Ap- 
| pearance of one. But know, my Friendſhip 
Builds it's hopes to ſerve you on a ſure Foun- 
dation —— This Jealous, Furious Wife, makes 
n MWnethe Confident of her Imagin'd Injuries, Con- 
d MWjures me to uſe all my Intereſt with you for a 
ts Keconcilement, and 1 Jam now Plea- 
s! 8Ling for her —— I muſt for a while rail at 
e your Ingratitude, and Condemn your want of 
o laſte, to keep ap Credit with her, and now 
r nd then ſweeten her with a Doubtful Hope that 


;- Wit may be poſſible at laſt to bring you to 
acknowledge that you have been in an Error; 
this, at once Confirms her, that I am whol- 
7 on her ſide, and Engages her to follow my 
AAYICE, 8 | | 
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Au nothing Palls deſire ſo much as too eaſſe 


tle hope is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve it 


very Soul was torn: And when ſhe found that 
Cou Nr D*ELMoNT made no attempt to get it 
o her Chamber again, as ſhe imagin'd he wou 
The fell into a Diſpair more terrible than 2 1 
her former Inquietudes, ſhe preſently fancy't 


from bis Heart, and the Thoughts of beim 
no longer Beloved by him were uünſupportabl I put 
She ſaw him not all that Day, nor the next, 
the quarrel between him and ALovysa' having 
caus d ſeparate Tables, ſhe was oblig'd in De. T 
cency, to cat at that where ſhe was, and . has 
N | | 2 | the 
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un Aſſurance of means to gratifie it, yet a lit. 


The 3 6 Wiſhes of D'ELMONT's Soul, before, 


ChilF'd by difpair, and half ſuppreſt with Clou: 1 
ding Griefs, Blaz d now, as Fierce, and Vigo- 
rous as ever, and he found ſo much probabi ff 7 
lity in what the Baron ſaid, that he was rex "wy 


dy to Adore him for the Contrivance. 


Tus all Parties but MELL1oR a remain'l 
In a fort of a pleas'd Expectation. The Count 
doubted not of being happy, nor ALovY 84a of 
Having her, Curioſity ſatisfy'd by the Baron; 
Afliſtance, nor himſelf of the reward he de 
ſign d to demand of her for that good Service, and 
each long' d Impatiently for the Day, or rathe: 
Night, which was to bring this great Affair 90 
a Period. Poor MELLIORA was the only Per. 
fon, who had no Interval of Comfort. fe. 
ſtrain'd by Honour, and enflam'd by Love, be 


that the Diſappointment he had met with, thr rk 
Night before, had driven the hopeleſs Paſſion... 


/ 
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he Mortification of hearing her ſelf Cors'd 
very Hour, by the Enrag'd Wife, in the Name 
}#-her unknown Rival, without daring to ſpeak 
Word in her own Vindication, | 


In the mean time the Baron Diligent to 
make good the Promiſes he had given the Cou vr 
and ALovY$SA, for his own Ends, got every 
thing ready, and came himſelf to D'ELMONT 's 
Houſe, to entreat their Company at his. Now- 
Madam (ſaid he) to ALovysa the time is come 
to prove your Servants Faith : This Night ſhall 
put an end to your uncertainty .: They had no 
opportunity for further Speech, MELLIORA 
came that Moment into the Room, who being 
25k'd to go to the Ball, and ſeeming a little 
85 unwilling to appear at any Publick Diverſion 
by Reaſon of the late Death of her Father, put 
the Baron in a Mortal Apprehenſion for the Suc- 
cels of his Undertaking : But ALovysA joyn- 
ing in his Entreaties ſhe was at laſt prevail'd 
= org The CounT went along with the Baron 
an his Chariot: And the Lady ſoon follow'd in 
my ocher. | | 


1 THERE was a vaſt deal of Company there, 
* and the CounT danc'd with ſeveral of the La- 
Fon dies, and was Extreamly gay amonſt them: Aro- 
MA watch'd his Behaviour, and regarded eve- 


be one of them, in their Turn, with Jealouſie, 
but was far from having the leaſt Suſpicion of 
her whom only ſhe had Cauſe. 


ol, Tano MELL LORA's greateſt Motive to go was, 
becauſe ſhe might have the happineſs of ſeeing 


her 
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her Admird Count ,-a Bleſſing, fhe had not y 
enjoy d theſe two _y yet ſhe took but little It. 
Satisfaction in that View, without an opportu- N ec 
nity of being ſpoke to by Him: But that un. ( 
eaſineſs was remov'd, when the ſerious. Dances de 
being over, and they all joyning in a grand E 
Baller: He every now, and then, got means toil r0 
ſay a- Thouſand tender Things to her, preſsd I. 
her Hand whenever he turn'd' her, and wound {þ 
 Tometimes when at Diſtance from ALovysa Win 
pretend to be out, on purpoſe to ſtand till, C 
and talk to her. This kind of Behaviour BZ. C 
niſnh'd, part of her Sufferings, for tho* ſhe 
con'd Confider both his, and her own Paſſion in 
no other view, than that of a very great 
Misfortune to them both, yet there are ſo many 
Pleaſures even in the Pains of Love : Such ten: 
der Thrillings, ſuch Soul-Raviſhing Amuſe: 
ments attend ſome happy Moments of Conten. 
8 that thoſe who moſt Endeavour, ca 
1h but faintly to be freed from. | 


iv 


WN it grew pretty late, the Baron made: 
ſign to the CounT to follow him into a little 
Room joyning to that where they were, and 
when he had; now my Lord (ſaid he) 1 doubt 
not but this Night will make you entirely pol 
ſeſſor of your Wiſhes: I have prolong'd tie 
Entertainment on purpoſe to detain thoſe 
who *tis neceſſary for our Deſign, and have or- 
der'd a Chamber for MELLIORA which has no 
Impediment to Bar your Entrance: O! Thou 
beſt of Friends (anſwer'd D'eLMonT) how ſhall 
I requite thy Goodneſs ? In making (reſum d 
the Baron) a right uſe of the opportunity J give 
3 . | | you, 
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you, for if you do not, you render Fruitleſs all 
the Labours of my Brain, and make me wretchs 
ed while my Friend is ſo. Oh! fear me not 
(cry'd D ELMONT in a Rapture) I will not be 
deny'd, each faculty of my Soul 1s bent upon 
Enjoyment, tho' Death in all it's various Hor - 
rors glar d upon me, I'd ſcorn 'em all in MeL - 
LISRA'S Arms- O! the very Name Trans 
ſports me New fires my Blood, and tingles 
in my Yains —— Imagination points out all her 
Charms —— Methinks I ſee her lie in ſweet 
(onfuſion— Fearing Wiſhing Melting 
Her glowing Cheeks — Her cloſing dying Eyes 
Her every kindling— Oh *tis too vaſt for 
Thought ! Even fancy flags, and cannot reach 
her Wonders! As he was ſpeaking, MELAN- 
THA who had taken notice of his going out of 
the Room, and had follow'd him with a deſign 
of talking to him, came time enough to hear the 
latter part of what he ſaid, but ſeeing her Bro- 
ther with him withdrew with as much haſt as ſhe 
came, and Infinitely more uneaſineſs of Mind, 
ihe was now but too well aſſur'd that ſhe had 
agreater Difficulty than the Count's Matrimo- 
mal Engagement to get over, before ſhe con'd 
reach his Heart, and was ready to burſt with 
Vexation to think ſhe was ſupplanted : Full of 

a Thonſand Tormenting Reflections ſhe return'd 
to the Ball Room, and was ſo out of Humour 
Il the Night that ſhe cou'd hardly be Common» 
ly Civil to any Body that ſpoke to her. 


AT laſt the hour ſo much deſir'd by the Cov xt, 
ne Baron, and ALOVVYSA (tho' for various 
eaſons) was arrly'd ; The Company broke np, 


thoſe. 
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thoſe who liv'd near, which were the greateſt 


part went home, the others, being Entreated 
by the Baron ſtay d. When they were to be 
Conducted to their Chambers, he call'd MEL AN- 
THA and deſir'd ſhe wou'd take care of the 
Ladies as he ſhou'd Direct, but above all 
charg'd to place ALovysA and MELLIORA in 
two Chambers which he ſhow'd hger. 


MELANTHA was now let into the ſecret ſhe 


ſo much deſir'd to know, the Name of her Ki- 
val, which ſhe had not come time enough to 
ar. when ſhe did the CounT $s:Rapturous De- 
tion of her, She had before found out, that 
bother was in Love with ALOVVYS4A, and 
1} not doubt but that there was a double In- 
{11-16 to be carry'd on that Night, and was the 
or Coufirm'd in that Opinion, when ſhe 
r-mermnbred that the Baron had order'd the Lock 
t day to be taken off the Door of that 
amber where MELLIORA was to be Lodge d. 
'; pr ſently came into her Head, to betray all 
wo ALCVYSA,; but ſhe ſoon rejected 
t Refolniion for another, which ſhe thought 
wud give her a more pleaſing Revenge : She 
o ducted all the Ladies to ſnl Chambers as 
ſhe thought fit, and ALovYsA to that her Bro- 
ther had deſir'd, Faving no deſign of Diſap- 
pointing him, but MELLIORA ſhe led to one 
Were the always lay her ſelf, roſolving to ſup- 
ply her place in the other, where the Count 
was to come: Yes (ſaid the to her ſelf) I will 
receive. his Vews in MELLIORA's Room, and 
when I find him rais'd to the higneſt Pitch of 
Expectation, declare who I am, and Awe him 
into 


rr io oo ad: is 
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into Tameneſs; twill be a Charming piece of 
Vengeance, beſides if he be not the moſt Un- 
grateful Man on Earth, he muſt Adore my Ge- 
neroſity in not Expoſing him to his Wife, when 
I have him in my Power, after the Coldneſs, 
he has us'd me with.She found ſomething ſo plea- 
ſing in this Contrivance, that no Conſiderations 
whatever cou'd have Power to deter her from 
purſuing it. 1 


Wrzw the Baron found every thing was ſi- 


lent, and ready for his purpoſe, he went ſoftly 


to CounT D'ELNMON T's Chamber, where he 
was impatiently Expected, and taking him by 
the Hand, led him to that, where he had order- 
ed MELLIORA to be Lodg'd, when they were at 
the Door, you ſee my Lord (ſaid he) J have 
kept my Promiſe : There lies the Idol of your 
Soul, go in, be bold, and all the Happineſs 
you with attend you. The Cour was in too 
great a hurry of diſorder d Thoughts to make 
him any other anſwer than a Paſſionate Embrace, 
and gently puſhing open the Door, which had 
no faſtning to it, left the Paron to Profecute 
the remaining part of his Treacherous De- 


lign, 


ALovysA had all the time of her being at 
the Baron's, Endur'd moſt grievous Racks of 
Mind, her Husband appear'd to her, that 


Night, more Gay, and more Lovely if poilible 


than ever, but that Contentment which ſat up- 
on his Face, and added to his Graces, ſtung 


her to the Soul, when ſhe Reflected how little 


Simpathy their was between them, ſcarce a Minth 
5 2 id 
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(ſaid ſhe to her ſelf) was J blefs with thoſe Tooks 
of Joy, a penſive ſullenneſs has dwelt upon his 
Brow e're ſince, till now, tis from my ruin 
that his Pleaſure flows, he hates me, and re- 
joyces in a pretence, tho neꝰ er ſo poor a one, 
to be abſent from me. She was inwardly toſs d 
with a Multitude of theſe, and the like per- 
turbations, tho' the Aſſurance the Baron had 
given her of Revenge, made her Conceal them 
_ tollerably well, while jhe was in Company, 
but when The was left alone in the Chamber, 
and perceiy'd the Baron did not come ſo ſoon as 
ſhe expected. Her Rage broke ont in all the 
violence Imaginable : She gave a looſe to every 
furious Paſlion, and when ſhe ſaw him enter, 
Cruel EsPERNAY (ſaid ſhe) where have you 
been !-—Is this the Friendſhip which you vow'd! 
To leave me here Diſtracted with my Griefs, 
while my perfidious Husband, and the Curſed 
ihe, that robs me of him, are perhaps, as hap- 
PY' as their Guilty Love can make them? Ma- 

am (anſwer'd he) 't is but a Moment ſince they 
are met, a Moment ! (Interrupted ſhe) a Mo- 
ment is too much the {malleſt Particle of Undi- 
vided Time, may make my Rival bleſt, and 
vaſtly Recompence for. all that my Revenge 
can do. Ah Madam (reſum'd the Baron) how 
Dearly, do you ſtill Love, that moſt Ungrate- 
ful Man: I had hopes that the full Know: 
ledge df his Falſhood might have made you 
corn the ſcorner, I ſhall be able by to Morrow 
(reply'd the Cunning ALovys4 who knew bis 
drift well enough) to give you a better Account 
of my Sentiments than now I can: — But 
why, do we delay (continu'd the e 
_ e 
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oks they not together? The Baron ſaw this was 
his Ino time to preſs her farther, and therefore ta- 


uin Ming a Wax-Candle which ſtood on the Table, in 


re- None Hand, and offering the other to lead her, 
I am ready Madam (ſaid he) to make good my 


n 
190 promiſe, and ſhall Eſteem no other Hours of my 

er- Life happy but thoſe which may be ſerviceable 

had Mio you: They had only a ſmall part of a Gal- 

em Wlcry to go thro', and ALovysA had no time to 
ny, Nanſwer to theſe laſt Words, if ſhe had been Com- 
er, N pos d enough to have done it, before they were 

as Nat the Door, which as ſoon as the Baron had 

the brought her to, he withdrew with all poſſible 

V peed. fd 

er, | | 

on Tao' the Cour had been but a very little 

"02 time in the Arms of his ſuppos d MELLIORA, yet 

fs, be had made fo good uſe of it, and had taken ſo 

ed much Advantage of her complying Humour, that 

p- all his Fears were at an End, he now thought him- 

la- ſelf the moſt Fortunate of all Mankind; and ME- 

ey Nax rTrEHA was far from repenting the Breach of 

o- the Reſolution ſhe had made of Diſcovering her- 

i- elf to him. His Behaviour to her was all Rap- 


id wre, all killing Extacy, and ſhe flatter'd her- 
ze MW {elf with a Beleif, that when he ſhou'd come to 
now to whom he ow'd that Bliſs he had poſſeſs'd, 
e- he would not be ungtateful for it. | 


u WHaT a confus'd Conſternation muſt this 
x WM Pair be in, when ALovYSsA ruſh'd into the 
s Room; —— *Tis hard to ſay, which was the 
t greateſt, the CounT's Concern for his imagin'd 
t Mer. 1084's Honour, or MELANTHA's for her 
e oyn; but if one may form a judgment from the 
„%% 8 ; Levity 
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Levity of the One's Temper,and the 1 
the Other's, one may believe that his had the Pre. 
heminence: But neither of them were ſo loſt in 
Thought, as not to take what meaſures the Place 
and Time wou'd permit, to baffle the Fury of this 
Tncens'd Wife: MELANTHA flunk under the 
Cloaths, and the Count ſtarted up in the Bed at 
the firſt Appearance of the Light, which ALovys4 
had in her Hand, and in the moſt angry Accent he 
cou' d turn hisVoice to, ask d her the Reaſon of het 
coming there; Rage, at this Sight (prepar'd and 
_ arm'd for it as the was) took away all power of 
Utterance from her; but ſhe flew to the Bed, and 
began to tear the Cloaths (which MEL A N'T Hi 
held faſt over her Head) in ſo violent a mannes 
that the CoUN T found the only way to Tam: 
her, was to meet Force with Force; ſo jumping 
out, he ſiez d on her, and throwing her into a 
Chair, and holding her down in it, Madam, Ma. 
dam (ſaid he) you are Mad, and I as ſuch ſhal 
uſe you, unleſs yon promiſe to return quietly, 
and leave me. She cou'd yet bring forth no other 
Words, than Villain, — Monſter! and ſuch like 
Names, Which her Paſſion and Injury ſuggeſted; 
which he but little regarding but for the Noiſe 
the made; for ſhame (reſum'd he) Expoſe not 
thus your ſelf and me, if you cannot Command 

our Temper, at leaſt confine your Clamours—- 
Iwill not ſtir (ſaid ſhe, raving and ſtruggling to 


/ 


& 


get Looſe) 'till T have ſeen the Face that has un- 
one me, Ill tear out her bewitching Eyes — 
the Curſt Adultreſs! and leave her Miſtreſs of 
fewer Charms than thou canſt find in me: She 

ſpoke this with ſo elevated a Voice, that the 
Cour endeavour'd to ftop her Mouth, that ihe 
| | might 
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pt not alarm the Company that were in the 


Val ſe] but he cou'd not do it time enough to 
Fre. Irerent her from Schrikeing out Murder. 
t in Ptelptor the Barbarous Man will kill me! At 
lac Itbeſe Words the Baron came running in imme- 
* diately, full of Surprize and Rage at ſomething 


he had met with in the mean time: How came 


this Woman here, cry'd the ou xv to him: Ask 
Y'54 ne not my Lord (ſail he) for I can anſwer no- 
ite thing; but every thing this Curſed Niglit, Ithink, 
bet bas happened by Enchiantment; he was going to- 
and {xy ſomething more, but ſeveral of his Gueſts 
r df hearing a Noiſe, and cry of Murder, and directed 
And by the Lights they ſaw in that Room, came in, 
1.1 Bind preſently after a great many of the Servants, 
ner, that the Chamber was as full as it con'd hold: 
ame The Count let go his Wife on the Sight of the 


105 ON firſt Stranger that Enter d; and indeed, there 
0 1 BY was no need of his Confining her in that Place 
Mar (tho! he knew not ſo much) for the violence of ſo 
al many contrary Paſſions warring in her Breaſt at 
, once, had thrown her into a Swoon, and ſhe fell 
ber I back when he let go his Hold of her, Motionleſs, 
ike BY and in all appearance Dead. The CounT ſaid 
05 little, but began to put on his Cloaths, aſnam d 
ile N of the Poſture he had been ſeen in but the Ba- 

0. ro endeavour'd to perſwade the Company, that 
nd it was only a Family Quarrel of no Conſequence, 
— WM told them he was ſorry for the Diſturbance it had 

to given them, and deſir d them to return to their 
. Reft, and when the Room was pretty clear, or- 
(der d two or three of tie Maids to carry AL o- 
WY vy s 4 to her Chamber, and apply Things proper 
de for her Recovery; as they were bearing her out, 


de MeLL10Ra who had been frighted as well as — | 
| re 
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reſt with the Noiſe ſhe heard, was running along 
the Gallery to ſee what had happen'd, and met 
them; her Trouble to find ALovysAa in that 
Condition was unfeign'd, and ſhe aſſiſted thoſe 
that were employ d about her, and accompany'd 
them where they carry d herr. 
Tur Couxr was going to the Bed-ſide to com. 
fort the conceal'd Fair, that lay ftill under the 
Cloaths, when he ſaw MELLIORA at the Door: 
What Surprize was ever equal to his, at this View! 
——He ſtood like one transfix'd with Thunder, 
he knew not what to think, or rather cou'd not 
think at all, Confounded with a ſeeming Impoſli. 
bility. Heybeheld the Perſon, whom he thought 
had lain in his Arms, whom he had enjoy, 
whoſe Bulk and Proportion he ſtill ſaw in the 
Bed, whom he was juſt going to Addreſs to, and 
for whom he had been in all the Agonies of Soul 
imaginable, come from a diſtant Chamber, and 
unconcern'd, ask cooly how ALOVY SA came to 
be taken ill: He look'd confuſedly about, ſome- 
times on MELLIORA, ſometimes toward the Bed, 
and ſometimes on the BARON; am I awake (faid 
* he) or 1s _ thing I ſee and hear Illuſion ?.The 
BARON cou'd not preſently. reſolve after what 
manner he ſhou'd anſwer, tho' he perfectly knew 
the Truth of this Adventure, and who was in the 
Bed; for, when he had Conducted ALovysA to 
that Room, in order to make the Diſcovery he 
had promis'd, he went to his Siſter's Chamber, 
deſigning to abſcond there, in caſe the CouNnT 
thou'd fly out on his Wife's Entrance, and ſeeing 
him there, imagine who it was that betray'd him; 
and finding the Door ſhut, knock d and — to 
1 have 


e 


* 


The Fatal Enquiry. ; Bs 


long have it Open'd; MELL19RA, who began to think 
met Ine ſhou'd lye in quiet no where, ask'd who was 
that Where, and what he wou'd have; I wou'd ſpeak 
with my. Siſter (reply'd he, as much aſtoniſh'd 
then, to hear who it was that anſwer'd him, as 
the COUNT was now to ſee her) and MRLLIORA 
having aſſur d him that ſhe was not with her, left 

him no room to doubt, by what means the Ex- 
hange had been made : Few Men, how amorous 
hever themſelves, care that the Female part of their 


Or: 
ew yramily ſhou'd be fo, and he was moſt ſencibly 
der; Wnortify'd with it, but reflecting that it cou'd 


hot be kept a ſecret; at leaſt from the Co u Nr, 


not 
l. ny Lord (ſaid he, pointing to the Bed) there 
ght yes the Cauſe of your Amazement, that wicked 


oman has betray'd the [Truſt I repos'd in her, 


the {Wind deceiv'd both you and me; riſe continu'd he, 
nd {Mirowing open the Curtains, thou ſhame of thy 
211 ex, and everlaſting Blot and Scandal of the No- 


ble Houſe. thou art deſcended from; rife, I ſay, 
or I will ſtabb thee here in this Scene of Guilt ; in 
ſpeaking theſe Words, he drew out his Sword, and 
appear'd in ſach a real Fury, that the Cou Nr 
tho more and more amaz'd with every thing he 

law and heard, made no doubt but he wou'd do 
at s he ſaid, and run to hold his Arm: | 


ge As no Woman that is Miſtreſs of a great ſhare. 
o of Wit will be a Coquet, fo no Woman that has 
e {Woot a little can be one: MELANTHA, tho' fright- 
r, ed to Death with theſe unexpected Occurrences, 
r feign'd a Courage, which ſhe had not in reality, 
and thruſting her Head a little above the Cloaths, 
; Bleſs me Brother (ſaid ſhe) I vow I do not know 
wat you mean by all _ Buſtle, neither am EF 
© "> mg : 


guilty 


uw” 
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_ guilty of any Crime: I was vext indeed to he 
made a property of, and chang'd Beds with 
MELL1cRA for a little innocent Revenge; for | 
always deſign'd to Diſcover my ſelf to the 
Cour time enough to prevent Miſchief. The 
BARON was not fo filly. as to believe what ſhe 
{aid, tho' the CounT as much as he hated her 
had too much Generoſity to Contradict her, and 
keeping ſtill hold of the BARON, come Es pE Hat 
NAY (ſaid he) I believe your Siſter's Stars and 
mine have from our Birth been at Variance, for 
this is the third Diſappointment ſhe has giva Mx 
me; once in MEELIORA's Chamber, then in te 
Wilderneſs, and now here, but I forgive he tho 
therefore let us retire and leave her to her Repo: bar 
The BARON was ſenſible that all the Rage in trail 
World cou d not recal what had been done, aui nat 
only giving her a furious Look, went with thMſclf 
Cour out of the Room, without ſaying a1 
thing more to her at that time. — 


THe BARON with much Entreating, at lf 
prevail d on CounT D'ELMON T to go into h bad 
Bed, where he accompany'd him; but they wer 
both of them too full of troubled Meditations to 
Sleep: His Siſter's Indiſcretion vext the BaxonMcer 
to the Heart, and took away great part of ter r 
Joy, for the freſh Occaſion the Count had ter 
given ALovYsSA to withdraw her Affection fronWca!t 
Him. But with what Words can the variowWa vi 
Pajlions that agitated the Soul of D'eL wont : 
be deſcrib'd? The Tranſports he had enjoy d ii call 
an imaginary Felicity, were now turn'd to fi the 
many real Horrors; he ſaw himſelf expos'd . 
all the World, for it wou'd have been Vanity 1 
| | | 
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the laſt Degree, to believe this Adventure wou'd 
he kept a ſecret, but what gave him the moſt bit- 
ter Reflection was, that MExLLIORA, when ſhe 
ſhon'd know it, as he cow'd not doubt but ſhe im- 
mediately wou d be told it by ALovysa ; wou'd 
judge of it by the Appearance, and believe him, 
at once, the moſt vicious, and moſt falſe of Men. 
As for his Wife he thought not of her, with any 


0 be 
with 
for! 
the 
The 
t the 
her, 


ani Compaſſion for his Sufferings, but with Rage and 
pf. Hate, for that jealous Curioſity, which he ſup- 
and pos d had led her to watch his Actions that Niglit, 
fal (for he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the BARON) 
r ML ANT HA he always diſpis d, but now deteſt- 
n ted, for the Trick ſhe had put upon him; yet 


her 
Pole, 
1 the 

and 
| the 


any 


thought it wou'd be not only unmanly, but bar- 
barons to let her know he did ſo: It was in 
rain for him to endeavour to come to a determi- 
nation after what manner he ſhou'd behave him- 
ſelf to any of them, and when the Night was 
paſt in forming a thouſand ſeveral Reſolutions, 
the Morning found him as much to ſeek as before: 
He took his Leave early of the BARON, not be- 
ing willing to ſee any of the Company after what 
had happen'd, till he was more Compos'd. 


He was not deceiv'd in his Conjectures con- 
cerning MELLIORA, for AL VVS A was no ſoon- 
er recover'd from her Swoon, than ſhe with bit- 
ter Exclamations told her what had been the Oc- 
caſion, and put that aſtoniſh'd fair one into ſuch 
a viſible Diſorder, as had ihe not been too full 
of Miſery to take Notice of it, had made her 
eaſily perceive that ſhe was deeply Intereſted in 
the Story : but whatever ſhe ſaid againſt the 
CounT, as ſhe cou'd not forbear ſfometi:ing, call- 

3 N 2 ing 
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Ing him Ungrateful, Perjur'd, Deceitful, an 
Inconſtant, ALovys4 took only, as a proof 0 
Friendſhip to her ſelf, and the Effects of tha 
Juſt Indignation all Women onght to feel for hin 
that takes a Pride in injuring any. one of them, 


WHEN the CoUNT was gone, the BA Ro y ſet 
to Al ovVY SA to enquire of her Health, and if h 
might have leave to Viſit her in her Chambes 
and being told ſhe deſir d he ſhou'd, reſolv'd noy 
to make his Demand. MELL1oRA had but juf 
parted from her, in order to get herſelf ready t 
go home, and ſhe was alone when he came in, 
As ſoon as the firſt Civilities were over, ſhe bega 
afreſh to Conjure him to let her know the Nam: 
of her Rival, which he artfully eyading, tho nd 
abſolutely denying, made her almoſt Diſtracted 
the BARON carefully obſerv'd her every Lok 

and Motion, and when he found her Impatienc 
was rais d to the higheſt Degree; Madam (fad 
he, taking her by the Hand and looking tender 
on her) you cannot blame a Wretch, who has | 
viſh'd all he had away to one poor Jewel, to make 
the moſt he can of that, to ſupply his futur 
Wants: I have already forfeited all pretence tt 
Honour, and even common Hoſpitality, by h. 
tray ing the Truſt that was repos'd in me, ander 
Poſing under my own Roof, the Man who take 
me for his deareſt Friend, and what elſe I har 
ſuffer'd from that unavoidable Impulſe whid 
compell'd me to do all this, your ſelf may juds: 
who too well know the Pangs, and Tortures9 
neglected Love — Therefore (continu'd he wit 
a deep Sig) ſince this laſt reſerve is all my Hop! 
dependance, do not, Oh Charming AL wy 
1 N thin 
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think me Mercinary, if I preſume to ſet a price 
upon it, which I confeſs too high, yet nothing leſs 
can Purchaſe : No Price (reply d ALovysA, who 
thought a little Condeſcention was neceſſary to 
win him to her purpoſe) can be too dear to buy 
my Peace, nor Recompence too great for ſuch a 
Service: What, not your Love? {aid the BARON 
eagerly kiſſing her Hand: No (reſum'd ſhe, for- 
cing herſelf to look kindly on him) not even that, 
when ſuch a Proof of your's Engages it; but do 
not keep me longer on the Rack, give me the 
Name and then. — She fpoke theſe laſt Words 
with ſuch an Air of Languiſhment, that the Ba- 
RON thought his Work was done, and growing 
Bolder, from her Hand he proceeded to her Lips, 
and anſwer'd her only in Kifles, which diſtaſtful 
as they were to her, ſhe fiffer'd him to take 
without reſiſtance, but that was not all he wan- 


ted, and believing this the Critical Minute, he 


threw his Arms round her Waſte, and began to 


draw her by little and little toward the Bed; 


which ſhe affected to perimir with a kind of an 
unwilling Willingneſs ; ſaying, well, if you 


wou d have me be able to deny you nothing you 
can ask, tell me the Name I ſo much with to 
know: But the BARON was as Cunning as ſhe, 
and ſeeing thro' her Artifice, was reſolv'd to 
make ſure of his Reward firſt ; Yes, yes, my A- 
dorable ALovysa (anſwer'd he, having brought 


her now very near the Bed) you thall immediate- 
1. know all; thy Charms will force the Secret 
from my Breaſt, cloſe as its lodg'd within m 
inmoſt Soul. — Dying with Rapture, I will tell 
If that a thought of this injurious 
Husband can Interpoſe amidſt Extatick Joys. 
What will not ſome Women venture to ſatisfy a 
WS Jea- 


De 
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lons. Curiof ty? 2 Above $4 had feign'd to Con- 
ſent to his 17 3h (in hopes to engage him to a 

e 7) ſo far, and had given. ham ſo many 
5 995 that Di on, it was as much as ſhe cou d 
do to fave. her ar from, the utmoſt Violence, 
and perceivi 1 had been outwitted, and that 
nothing but the really yielding! up her Honour 


cn d oblige him to reveal what the deſir d. Vil- 


lain, (ſaid the, ſtruggling to get Jooſe from his 
Embrace) dare th dale Sau] believe fo vilely of 
me ? relęaſe me fr rom. thy deteſted, Hold, or my 
Cries. hall force thee to it, and prog laim thee 
for what thou art, a Monſter! The BARON was | 
not enough, geluded b by her pretence.of Kindnefs 
to be much ſurpriz d at this ſadden turn of her 

Aviour, and only cooly anſwerd; Madam, I 
have no Deſi ign of uſt uling, Violence, but perceive, 
If J had depended on) your 4 0 I had been 
e deceiy” 6 Ves ſaid ſhe oking Con- 


temptibly on hi 551 own thou wou ' ſt;ʒ for what- 


ſoever I might Vor thou cou, dt hope, I Love 
5 y. Husband M1), with an unbated” Fondneſs, | 

oat. upon him! aithleſs and cruel as he is, he 

till is lovely! his Eyes looſe nothing of their 
"Brightneſs, Hor his Tongue its ſoftneſs ! his ve ry 
Frowns have more Attraction in them, than any 
others Smiles and canſt thou think > Thou, fo 
"different i in all, from him, that thou ſeem” ſt not 
the ſame Species of Humanity, nor ougnt "| to 


ſtile thy ſelf a Man, ſince he is no more: Can'ſ 
thou, I Jay, believe a Woman, Bleſt as ALovy SA 


s been, can e re blot out the dear Remembrance | 


and quit her Hopes of regain'd Paradiſe in his 
Embrace, for certain Hell in Thine ? She ſpoke 


theſe Words with ſo much Scorn, that the BARON 
skill d 


— 


— 
CE. 0 


PF 


and ask d if ſhe was ready to go, and ALOoVYSA 


) 
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4611'd as he was in every Art to Tempt, cou'd 
not conceal the ſpite he conceiv'd at them, and 
letting go her Hand (which perforce he had held) 
Lleave you, Madam (ſaid he) to the pleaſure, of 
Enjoying your own/Humour; neither that, nor 

our Circumſtances are to vo Envy d, but I wou'd 
— you to remember that you are your own 
Tormentor, while you refuſe the only means 
can bring ou Eaſe. I wall have Eaſe another 
way. (ſaid the, Incens d at the Indignity ſhe 1ma- 
gin'd he treated her with) and if you ſtill per- 
ſiſt in refuſing to diſcover to me the Perſon who 
has Injur'd me, I ſhall make no difficulty of let- 
ting the CounT know how much of his Secrets 
you have Imparted, and for what Reaſon you 
conceal the other: You may do ſo (anſwer'd he) 
and I, doubt not but you will — Miſchief is the 
darling favourite of Woman ! Blood, 1s the Satis- 
faction perhaps, that you require, and if I fall 
by him, or he by me, your Revenge will have 
its Aim, either on the Unloving, or the Unlov'd, 
for me, I ſet nry Life at nought, without your 
Love, tis Hell; but do not think that even Dy- 


ing, to purchaſe Abſolution I'd reveal one Letter 


of that Name, you ſo much wiſh to hear, the Se- 
eret ſhall be Buryed with me. —— Yes, Madam 


(continu'd he with a malicious Air) that happy 


Fair unknown, whoſe Charms have made you 


wretched, ſhall nndiſcover'd, and ungueſs'd at, 
Triumph in thoſe Joys, you think none but your 


CounT can give. ALovyYsA had not an Op- 


portunity to make any Anſwer to what he ſaid 


MEeLL 1oka came that Moment into the Room, 


ſay- 


ther 1ide, REP 
” ALovesa had not been long at homie before 4 


Meſſenger came to acquaint her, that her Siſter 
having miſt of her at Paris, was now on her Jour- 
ney to Le Beauſſe, and wou'd be with her in a 
few Hours: She rejoyc'd as much at this News, as 
it was poſſible for one ſo full of - diſquiet to do, 
and ordered her Chariot and Six to be made ready 
a. in, and went to meet her. 4 1 


D'ELMONT heard of Ax sEILIL IN A's coming, 
almoſt as ſoon as ALovysA, and his Complit 
ſance for Ladies, joyn'd with the extream deſire 
he had of feeing his Brother, whom he believ'l 
was. with her, wou'd certainly have given him 
Wings to have flown to them with all imaginabk 
Speed, had not the late Quarrel between him and 
his Wife, made him think it was improper, to 

join Company with her on any Account whate- 
ver: He was ſitting in his Drefſing-Room Win- 

do in a melancholly and diſturb'd Meditation, 
ruminating on every Circumftance of his laſt 
Nights Adventure, when he perceiv'd a couple 
of Horſemen come Galloping over the Plain, and 
make directly toward his Houſe. The Duſt they 
made, kept him from Diſtinguiſhing wio they 
Were, and they were very near the Gate before 
he diſcover'd them to be the Chevalier BRILLIAN, 
and his Servant: The Surprize he was in to ſee 
him without ANSELLINA was very great, but 
much more fo, when running down, as foon as 
he ſaw he was alighted, and opening his Arms 
WI | ; eagerly 
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egerly.to Embrace him; the other drawing back, 
No, my Lord (ſaid he) ſince you are pleas d to 
forget I am your Brother; I pretend no other 
way to merit your Embraces: Nor can think it 
my Happyneſs to hold him in my Arms, who 
keeps me diſtant from his Heart. What mean 
you (cry d D'ELMO NT, extreamly aftoniſh'd at 
his Behaviour) you know ſo little (reſum'd the 
Chevalter) of the power of Love, your felf, that 
perhaps, you think I ought not to reſent : what 
you have done to ruin me'in mine: But, howe- 
ver Sir, Ambition is a Paſſion which you are not 
„ a Stranger to, and having ſettled your own For- 
f tune according to your Wiſh:, methinks you 
mou d not wonder that I take it Ill, when you 
„ {endeavour to prevent my wo ſo to: The 

CounT. was perfectly Confounded at theſe Words, 
e nd looking earneſtly on him; Brother (ſaid he) 
nd vou ſeem to lay a heavy Accuſation on me, but 
if you {till retain ſo much of that former Affecti- 


on which Was between us, as to deſire I ſhou'd be 
n. (ear d in your Eſteem, you muſt be more plain 
n in your Charge, for tho? I eafily perceive that I 
am wrong'd, I cannot ſee by what means Tam fo. 
te My Lord, you are not wrong'd (cry'd the Cheva- 
d e haſtily) you know you are not - If my Tongue 


were ſilent, the Diſpair that fits upon ny Brow, 
my alter'd Looks, and grief-ſunk Eyes, wou'd 
proclaim your Burbarous moſt unnatural U- 
lage of me. Ungrateful Bx1i.L1AN (ſaid the 


> (our, at once inflam'd with Tenderneſs and 
Anger) is this the Conſolation I expected from 
your Preſence ? I know not for what Cauſe I am 
as Nupbraided, being Innocent of any, nor what your 
ly Troubles are, but I am _ my own are ſuch, en 

SS 5 need- 


— 


2 
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needed not this Weight to overwhelm me. He 
ſpoke this ſo feelingly, and concluded with ſo 
deep a ſigh as moſt ſencibly touch'd the Heart of 
BRILI IAN. If I cou'd believe that you had any 
(reply*d he) it were enough to Sink me quite, and 
rid me of a Life which ANSELLINA's loſs has 
made me Hate. What ſaid you (Interrupted the 
CoUNT) ANSELLINA's Joſs? If that be true, 
J pardon all the wildneſs of your unjuſt Re. 
proaches, for well I know, Diſpair has {mall Re. 
gard to Reaſon, but quickly ſpeak the Cauſe of 
your Misfortune : — I was about to enquire the 
Reaſon that 1 ſaw you not together, when your 
unkind Behaviour drove it from my Thonghts, 
That Queſtion (anſwer'd the Chevalier) ask'd by 
you, ſome Moments ſince, wou'd have put me 
paſt all the remains of Patience, but I begin to 
hope JI am not ſo unhappy. as I thought, but ſtil 
am bleſt in Friendſhip, tho' undone. in Love — 
But I'll not keep you longer in ſuſpence, my 
Tale of Grief 3s ſhort in the Repeating, tho 
everlaſting in its Conſequence. In ſaying this, 
he ſat down, and the Cou Nr doing the like, and 
aſſuring him of Attention, he began his Relation 
in this manner. | TT ETAL 


You Lordſhip may remember that J gare 
you an Account by Letter of ANSELLI1NA sIndif- 
poſition, and the Fears I was in for her; but by 
the time J receiv'd your Anſwer, I thought my 
ſelf the Happyeſt of Mankind: She was perfectly 
xecover'd, and every Day I receiv'd new Proots 
of her Affection: We began to talk now of com- 
ing to Paris, and ſhe ſeem d no leſs Impatient for 
that Journey than my ſelf; and one Evening, - 
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laſt Jever had the Honour of her Converſation ?. 
ſhe told me that in ſpite of the Phyſicians Cau- 
tion ſhe wou'd leave Amiens in three or four Days: 
You may be ſure I did not diſſwade her from that 
Reſolution; but, how great was my Aſtoniſn- 
ment, when going the next Morning to the Ba- 
roneſſes, to give the Ladies the Bon jour, as I 
conſtantly did every Morning, I perceiv'd an un- 
uſual Coldneſs in the Face of every one in the 
Family; the Baroneſs herſelf ſpoke not to me, 
but to tell me that ANSELLINA wou'd ſee no 
Company: How, Madam, ſaid I, am I not ex- 
cepted from thoſe, general Orders, What can this 
ſudden Alteration in my Fortune mean? I ſuppoſe 
(teply'd ſhe) that ANSELLINA has her Reafons 
for what ſhe does: I faid all that * con'd. 
ſvggeſt to oblige her to give me ſome light into 
this Miſtery, but all was in vain, the either made 
me no Anſwers, or ſuch as were not Satisfactory, 
and growing weary with being Importun'd, the 
abruptly went out of the Room, and left me in a 
Confuſion not to be Expreſs'd : I renew'd my 
Viſit the next Day, and was then deny'd Admit- 
tance by the Porter ; The ſame the following 
one, and as Servants commonly form their Be- 
haviour, according to that of thoſe they ſerve, it 
was eaſy for me to obſerve I was far from being 
a welcome Gueſt: I writ to AN$ELLINA, but 
had my Letter return'd unopen'd: And that 
Scorn 10 - unjuſtly thrown upon me, tho' it 
did not abſolutely Cure my Paſſion, yet it 
ſtirr d up ſo much juſt Reſentment in me, 
that it abated very much of its Tenderneſs: 
About a Fortnight I remain'd in this Perplex- 
ity, and ab the end of it was plung'd into a 
33 Os greater 
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greater, when I receiv'd a little Billet from A y: 
SELLINA, which as I remember contain d 
thals erl. 


* \ it 
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 ANSELLINA to the Chevalier 
#-3K:; 3 BRILLIAN | 


Sent your "EX back without FPeruſing, believing 
it night contain ſomething f a Subje# which 1 
am reſolv d to encourage no farther :- T do not think. 
it proper at preſent to acquaint you with my Reaſons 
for it; but if I ſee you at Paris, you ſball know them: 
JT ſet out for thence to Morrow, but deſire you not to 
pretend to Accompany me'thither, if you wou'd pre- 
| ſerve the Eſteem f, AxsELLINA. 
»+4Y WW : 4 & a 
ICanNorT but ſay, I thought this manner 
of proceeding very odd, and vaſtly different 
from that openneſs of Nature, I always admir'd 
in her, but as had been always a moſt obſequi- 
ous Lover; I reſolv'd not to forfeit that Cha- 
racter, and give a Proof of an implicite Obedi- 
ence to her: Will, tho' with what Anxiety of 
Mind you may imagine. I ſtood at a diſtance, 
and ſaw her take Coach, and as ſoon as her At- 
tendants were out of ſight; Igot'on Horſeback, 
and follow d, I — Times lay at the ſame 
Inn where ſhe did, but took care not to appear 
before her: Never was any fight more pleaſu 
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x: io me, thin that of Paris, becauſe I there hop -d 
ind to have my Deſtiny unravell'd; but your being 


out of Town, preventing her making any ſtay, 1 
was reduc d to another tryal of Patience; about 
ſme Seven Furlongs from hence, hapning to 
Bait at the ſame Cabaret with her, I {ſaw her Wo- 
man, who had been always perfectly obliging to 
me, walking alone in the Garden; I took the 
liberty to ſhow my ſelf to her, and ask her ſome 
Queſtions concerning my future Fate, to which 
ſhe anſwer'd with all the Freedom I cou'd defire, 
aud obſerving the Melancholly which was but too 
pparent in my Countenance : Sir, ſaid ſhe, tho 
„l think nothing can be more blame-worthy then 
'£ WM to Betray the Secrets of our Superiors, yet I hope 


mall ſtand Excus' d for declaring ſo much of my: 
1 MW Lady's, as the Condition you are in, ſeems to re- 
1: dure; I wou'd not therefore have you believe. 

Nat in this Separation, you are the only Suffer- 
er, I can aſſure you, my Lady bears her part of 
„rw to: 4— How can that be poſſible (cry'd I) 
ven my Misfortune is brought upon me, only 
r by the change of her Inclination? Far from it 
it Ml (an{fwer, d ſhe) you have a Brother — he only is 
4 to blame, ſhe has receiv'd Letters from Madam 
- MW DELMONT which have As ſhe was ſpeaking, 
- WO the was call'd haſtily away, without being able 
- Wl to finiſh what ſhe was about to ſay, and I was 
f MW lmpatient to hear: Her naming you in ſuch a 
„manner, planted ten Thouſand Daggers in my 
Sal! —— What cou'd I imagine by thoſe Words, 
Tou have a Brother, be only is to 3 and her 
mentioning Letters from that Brother's Wife; 
but that it was thro' you I was made wretched, I 
repeated ſeveral times over to my ſelf, what 106 
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had laid, but cou d wreſt no other Meaning from 
it, than that you being already poſſeſs'd of the 
Elder Siſter's Fortune, were willing to Engroſt 


the other's too, by preventing her from Marry. 


ing: Pardon me, my Lord, if T-have. Injurd 
4 the thonghts of your deſign. 
ing my Undoing, was, if poflible more dreadful 


you, ſince 1 proteſt, 
to me than the III it ſelf, 

Vo v will. reply'd the CouxT, be ſoon Con. 
vinc'd, how little Hand T had in thoſe Letters, 


whatever they contain'd, when you have been 
here a few Days. He then told him of the Dil 


agreement between Himſel? and Al oV sA, her 


par Jealouſy, her Pride, her Rage, and 
the little probability there was of their being e. 
ver reconcil'd, ſo as to live together as they 
ought, omitting nothing of the Story, but his 
Love for MELL1oRa, and the Cauſe he had gi- 
ven to create this uneaſineſs. They both con- 
_ cluded, that ANSELLINA's Alteration of Behz- 
_ viour was entirely owing to ſomething her Siſter 
had ritten, and that the wou'd uſe her utmoſt 
Endeavour to break off the Match wholly, in 
Revenge to her Husband: As they were Dif: 
courſing on means to prevent it, the Ladies came 
to the Gate; they ſaw them thro the Window, 
and ran to receive them immediately : The 
CounT handed ANSELLINA out of the Coach, 
with great Complaifance, while the Chevalier 
wor'd have done the ſame by ALovysa, but 
ſhe wou d not permit him, which the Count 
obſerving, when he had paid thoſe Complements 
to her Sitter, witch he thought Civility requir d, 
Madam (ſaid he, turning to her and frowning) 
5 1 15 
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i it not enough, you make me wretched by your 
continual Clamours, and Upbraidings, but that 
your ill Nature muſt extend to all, whom you 
believe I Love? She anſwer d him only with a 
diſdainful Look, and haughty Toſs, which ſpoke 
the Pleaſure ſhe took in having it in her power 
to give him Pain, and went out of the Room with 
eri Al eb gy a 11% 
De'ELMoN T's Family was now become a moſt 
Diſtracted one, every Body was in Confuſion,and 
it was hard for a diſintereſted Perſon, to know 
how to behave am them: The COUNT was 
ter ready to dye with Vexation, when he reſiected on 
nd the Adventure at the BARON s with MELANTH A, 
e. and how hard it wou'd be to clear his Conduct in 
e that point with MELL1oRA : She, on the other 
11 Hand, was as much tormented at his not attempt- 
5 ing it. The Chevalier, was in the Height of Diſ- 
pair, when he found that ANSELLINA continu- 
ed her Humour, and ſtill ayoided letting him 
know the occaſion of it: And AL OVV SA, tho 
ſhe contented herſelf. for ſome Hours with rela- 
ting to her Siſter, all the Paſſages of her Hus- 
band's unkind Uſage of Her, yet when that was 
over, her Curioſity return'd, and ſhe grew ſo 
madly Zealous to find out, who her Rival was, 
that ſhe repented her Behaviour to the BARON, 
and ſent him the next Day privately, a Billet, 
wherein ſhe aſſur'd him, that ſhe had acquaint- 
ed the Coux i with nothing tfat had paſs'd be- 
tween them, and that ſhe deſir d to {peak with 
him. tis eaſy to believe he needed not a ſecond 
Invitation; he came immediately, and ALovy- 
$4 renew d her Entreaties in the moſt preſſing 
| „ manner 
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| manner ſhe was capable of; but in vain, he told 
her plainly, that if he cou'd not have her Heart; 
nothing but the füll Poſſeſſion of her Perſon 
Mou d Extort the Secret from him. Twould 
ſwell this Diſcourſe beyond what I deſign,, to re. 
dount her various Starts of Paſhons, and different 
Turns of Behaviour, ſometimes louder than the 
Winds ſhe Rav'd! Commantded, ! Threatned' 
then, ſtill as April Showers, or Summer Dews 
The wept, and only whifper'd her Complaints 
now diſlembling Kindneſs, than declaring un- 
feign'd Hate; till at laſt, finding it impoſſible 
to prevail by any other means, ſhe promis'd to 
admit him at Midnight into her Chamber: But 
as it was only the force of her too paſſionate Af. 
fection for her Husband, which had work'd her 
to this pitch of raging Jealouſie, fo ſhe had no 
fooner made the Aſſignation, and the BARON 
had left her (to ſeek the Cov Nr to prevent any 
fuſpicion of their long Converſation) but all 
D'tLMonT's Charms came freſh. into her Mind; 
and made the Thoughts of what ſhe had promis'd 
Odious and Inſupportable ; ſheopen'd her Mouth 
more than once to call back the B A R O N, and 
Recant all that ſhe had ſaid; but her ill Genius, 
or that Devil Curioſity, which too much haunts 
the Minds of Women, ſtill prevented Her : What 
will become 6f me, ( faid the to her ſelf) What 
is it I am about to do? Shall I forgoe my Ho- 
nour— Quit my Virtue, — Sully my yet un- 
fpotted Name with endlefs Infamy— And yield 
my Soul to Sin, to Shame, and Horror, only to 
know what I can ne'er Redreſs? If DELMONT 
Hates me now, will he not do fo ftill > — What 
will this curs'd Diſcoyery bring me but — 
| . Tor- 
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Tortures, and. freſh. weight of Woe : Happy had 
it been for her if theſe Confiderations cou'd have 
laſted, but when ſhe had been a minute or two 
in this Temper , - ſhe wou'd relapſe and cry, 
what muſt I tamely bear it then? — En- 
dure the Flouts of the malicious World, and 
the Contempt of every ſaucy Girl, who while 

ſhe Pitys, Scorns my want of Charms— E 
Shall I neglected tell my Tale of Wrongs, (O, 
Hell is in that Thought) till my Diſpair ſhall 
reach my Rival's Ears, and Crown her Adul- 
terous Joys with double Pleaſure. Wretch 
that Jam! —— Fool that I am, to heſitate, 
ny Miſery is already paſt Addition, my ever- 
laſting Peace is Broke! Loft even to Hope, 
What can I more Endure? —— No, ſince I 
muſt be ruin d, III have the Satisfaction of 
dragging. with me to Perdition, the Vile, the 
Euſed tho that has undone me: I'll be reveng'd 
pollution. As ihe was in this laſt Thought, ſhe 
berceivd at a good diſtance. from her the 
Chevalier BRILLIAN and ANSELLINA in Diſ- 
1d Wl courſeg the ſight of him immediatly put a 
% new Contrivance into her Head, and the com- 
ts pos d her ſelf as well as ſhe cou'd, and went 
at to meet them, f | 


- ANSELL 1N A. having been left alone, while 
1+ ber Siſter was Entertaining the BARON, had 
d MW valk'd down into the Garden to divert her- 
o ſelf, where the Chevalier, who was on the 
T {I vatch for ſuch an Opportunity, had follow'd 
it her; he cou'd not forbear, tho' in Terms = 
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of Reſpect, taxing her with ſome” little Un- 


Juſtice for her late Uſage of him, and Breach of 
Promiſe, in not letting him know her Rea- 
ons for it: She, who by Nature was extreamly 
averſe to the Diſguiſing her Sentiments, ſuffer d 
him not long to preſs her for ati Eelairci ſinent, 
and with her uſual Freedom, told him what ſhe 
had done, was purely in Complyance with her 
Siſter's Requeſt, that ſhe cou'd not Help having 
the ſame Opinion of: him as ever, but that ſhe 
had promis d ALovysa to defer any thoughts 
of Marrying him, till his Brother ſhou'd confeſs 
his Error: The obliging things ſhe ſaid to him, 
tho* ſhe perſiſted in her Reſelution, diſipated 


great part of his Chagreen, and he was beginning 
to Excuſe D'eL MonT, and perſwade her that her 


her Siſter's Temper was the firſt occaſion of theit 
Quarrel when ALowvy $ 4 Interrupted them, 
ANSELLINA was a little out of Countenance at 
her Siſter's Preſence, immagining ſhe. wo'd be 


Infenc'd at finding her with the Chaveljer; but 


that diſtreſſed Lady was full of other Thoughts, 
and deſiring him to follow her to her Chamber, 
as foon as they were ſet down, Confefs'd to 
him, how, fir'd with his Brother's FaHhoed, "ſhe 
had endeavour'd to revenge it upon him, that 
ſhe had been his Enemy, but was willing 
to enter into any Meaſures for his Satisfa&i- 
on, provided he wou d comply with one, which 
ihe ſhou'd propoſe, which he faithfully promi 
fing, after the had ſworn him to Secrecy, dif 
cover d to him very Circumſtance, from het 


firſt Cauſe of Jealouſy, to the Aſſignation = 
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had made with the BARON; Now, ſaid ſhe; 
it is in your Power to preſerve both your 
Brother's Honour, and my Life (which I ſoon- 
er will reſign than my Virtue) if you ſtand 
conceal'd in a little Cloſet, which I ſhall con- 
vey vou to, and the Moment he has ſatisfy d 
my. Curioſity by telling me her Name that 
hes undone. me, ruſh out, and be my Protect- 
or, The Chevalier was infinitely Surpriz'd at 
what he heard, for his Brother had not 
given him the leaſt hint of his Paſſion, but 
thought the requeſt ſhe made; too reaſonable 
6 %%%/ĩ²˙— 7 . 
WRAIIL E they were in this Diſcourſe, Mer - 
LIORA, who had been ſitting . Indulging her 
Melancholly in that . Cloſet which ALovys A 
ſpoke of, and which did not immediately be- 
long to that Chamber, but was a fort of an 
Entry dr Paſſage into another, and tir'd 
with Reflection was fallen aſleep, but on the 
Noiſe which ALovysA and the Chevalier made 
in coming in, wake d, and heard to her inex- 

preſſible Trouble, the Diſcourſe that paſ.'d 
between them: She knew that unknown Ri- 
val was herſelf, and condemn'd the CounT 
of the higheſt Imprudence, in making a Con- 
fdant, as ſhe found he had of the Barons. 
She ſaw her Fate, at leaſt that of her Repu- 
tation was now upon the Criſis, that, that 
very Night ſhe was to be expos'd to all the 
Fury of an enrag'd Wife, and was fo ſhook 
with Apprehenſion, that ſhe was ſcarce able 
to go out of the Cloſet time enough to pre- 
| 1 vent 


108 Love in Exceſs Or, 


vent their Diſcovering ſhe was there; what 
cou'd ſhe do in this Exigence, the thoughts 
of being Betray'd, was worſe to her than 3 
_ thouſand Deaths, and it was to be wondred 
at, as ſhe has ſince;.:Confeſt, that in that 
height of Deſparation, ſhe had not put an 
end to the tortures of Reflection, by laying 
violent Hands on her own Life: As ſhe was 
going from the Cloſet haſtily to her own Ap» 
partment, the CounT and BaRown paſs'd her, 
and that Sight heightening the Piſtraction ſhe 
was in, ſhe ſtept to the CounT, and in a 
faultring, ſcarce intelligible Accent, whiſper'd, 
for Heaven's Sake let me ſpeak with you be- 
fore Night, make ſome pretence to come to 
my Chamber, where I'll wait for you. And 
as ſoon as ſhe had ſpoke theſe Words darted 
from him ſo ſwift, that he had no opportu- 
nity of replying, if he had not been too much 
 overwhelm'd with Joy at this ſeeming Change 
of his Fortune to have done it; he mifunder- 
ſtood part of what the ſaid, and inſtead of her 
deſiring. to ſpeak with him before Night, he im- 
magin'd, ſhe ſaid at Night. He preſently com- 
municated it to the BARON, who Congratu- 
lated him upon it ; and never was any Night 
more impatiently long'd for, than this was by 
them both. They had indeed not many Hours 
of Expectation, but MELLIoRA thought them 
Ages, all her Hopes were, that if ſhe coud 
have an Opportunity of diſcovering to Cou NT 
D*ELMCNT what the had heard between his 


Wire and Brother, he might find ſome means 
Bo Rents t0 
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Rat Bb prevent the. Baso s Treachery Arom' tax! 
hts ring effect. But when Night grew on, and 
he perceiv'd he came not, and ſhe conſider d 


1 2 . . 

red iow near ſhe was 10 inevitable Ruin, what: 
hat Words can ſufficiently expreſa her Agonies? 
an I 1 ſhall only ſay, they were too violent 
ing Mt have long kept Company with Life; Guilt 


Horour, Fear, Remorſe, and Shame at once 
oppreſs'd her, and ſhe was very near ſink- 


\ps 
. Mis beneath their. Weight, when ſomebody 
he Miknock'd ſoftly at the Door; ſhe made no doubt 
a Ilut it was the CounT, and open d it imme- 
, Nägtely, and he catching her in his Arms with 
\c. ill the eagerneſs of tranſported Love; ſhe 


was about to clear has Miftakegy and let him 
know it was not an amourous Entertainment 
he expected from him; when a ſudden cry 
u- of Murder, and the noiſe of Claſhing Swords, 
<> nade let go his Hold, and draw his own, - 
ge and run along the Galle to find out the 
. N occaſion, where being in the Dark, and only 
er directed by the Noiſe he heard in his Wife's 
n- Chamber, ſomething met the point, and a great 
ſhrek following it, he cry'd for Lights, but 
none coming immediately; he ſtepping farther 
ſtumbled at the Body which had fallen, he then 

redoubled his Outerys, and MELLIoRA fright». 
ec as ſhe was, brought one from her Cham- 
ber, and at the ſame Inſtant that they diſco- 
ver d it was ALCVVYSA, who coming to alarm 
the Family, had by Accident run on her Hus- 
band's Sword, they ſaw the Chevalier purſuing 
the Baron, who mortally Wounded, dropt _ 
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Servants, "who by this time were moſt of 


only the Chevalier had Spirit enough to ſpeak, 
or think, ſo ſtupify'd was every one with 


vants to take up the Bodies, ſent one of 


laid before 


. ee i — of 
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: ALovy 84s fide ; what 4 dreadful» View: 
as this? The CounT,'MELL10RA, and the 


them rowad, feem'd without Sence or Motion, 


what they ſaw. But he ordering the Ser- 


were both of them paſt his Art to Cure. 
AL ov VSA ſpoke no more, and the BARON 
liv'd but two Days, in which time the 
whole Account, as it was gather'd from the 
Mouths of © thoſe - chiefly concern'd, was ſt 
down,” and * Tragical part of it bein 
the KING, there appear'd ſo 
much of juſtice in the B4 Ro'N's Death, and 
Accident in ALOGVVYSA's, that the Cou vr 


em immediately for a Surgeon, but they 


and Chevalier” found it no difficult matter to 


obtain their Pardon. The Chevalier was ſoon 
after Married to his Beloved AN SELL INA; 
but MELL1oRk A look'd on herſelf as the 


moſt guilty Perſon upon Farth, as being 
the primary Cauſe of all the Misfortunes 


that had happen d, and retir'd immediately 
to a Monaſtery, from whence, not all the 
entreaties of her Friends, nor the implora- 
tions 0: the Amorous D'E L MONT cond 
bring her, ſhe was now. reſolv'd to puniſh 
by a voluntary Baniſhment from all ſhe ever 
did, or coud Love; the Guilt of Indulging 


that Paſhon, while it was a Crime. He, not 
able to Live without her, at leaſt in the 
VE 5 ſame 
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ivy me Climate, committed the Care of ls 
fate to his Brother, and went to Travel, 
ithout an Inclination ever to return: M- 5 
N14 who was not of a Humour to 
e any thing to Heart, was Married in a 
ort Time, and had the good Fortune not a 
e ſuſpected by her Husband, though ſhe :Þ 
by: him a Child in Seve: ot after 
edding. 5 
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